W\ (™=

I\

-
|

W

-

.i‘:

)
1

510!

-
ITYYY Y Y 1LY sy =¥yr

v g { I} w33

i 4l 4 111l

xcam ML Adid ks

Y v

5\




THE NF_WALI. HOUSE.

|
= Y :
o = ki ._.__...__T e T T T |..'.-.::_'.'-.é{1."-

]
CRAMER, AIKENS & CRAMER. PRINTERS.
|883.




tl

este
wankee

eseap

[~ offeri

l'.El'l'l\'l":'-

.l a correct

e and hor

ne Lo th

public !

tad by 4

.':1,1‘-\ are

act

one 0l

ont
deey

rible ¢

by the press: but thi
avent were 80 BIOW
nages of new spapers
) +1 et
yeriilt A ;
spdiaries e
Asa ¥, 638 T
swAUREE, W

tate

of an eve

yest HOTT

leaths 1nc
‘l,.\.-'!up
of ev

that cant

W

'_-ll"u'.L to i

mt

alation,

1

hat has passt

rhe aw ful

Lo L1071,

he conflag
nts nNec apary 1o

pri

and the

he conv -_"a'\.-."1|':.i'- i

waq TECorar

sorved, that

ons

tac

1

rrectly recol

1 ¢covere

yre printed

JULL
HERMAN

.'.In-;!L"lI'

were fully 1@}

d the dire
| &0 many

in its pagEss

s BLEY ER

pLEY ER




Burning of the Memball House.

\r:i"“il ¥ after four o’clock on the morning of the 10th day of
b January, 1883, an alarm from Box No. 15 startled Milwaukee's

Fire Department and awoke many of her citizens to witness a fire

unequaled in the horror of its redults by any in the history of the
city. Those who were acquainted with the location of the hox
from which the alarm was sounded made all possible haste to reach

the scene, where confirmatory flashes of light were already visible,

and from whence came floating on the morning air a faint

FOAr 5],2."

sound, intermingled with cries of terror. Others went to their win-

dows, and, looking for a moment at the first tongues of flame that
shot r:{{_‘\"\\'.';l'-l. shiveringly retired to their seductive couches, satis-
fied that Milwaukee's trusty fnremen could COPHI with any confla

gration that might arise within the jurisdiction of their vigilas

1€ \]-".'.'.

people who were fated to be consumed with the Newhall House in

Had they known that the alarm was t

the brief space of one hour, it is safe to say that no inclination to
rest would have kept them from the awful spectacle. Many were
so deeply wrapped in slumber that they remained in utter ignor-
ance of the five : a merciful Providence had spared thewm the hor-

I'ors Hf‘ TJI"IP' 1|i'.'.]4?. \‘\.11']'. the ¥ awoke al -|:|_\']I!r-':'. '-|||-_'\ !-|>1ii|.'4l

sorrow enough. The smol ruing and the crowded morgue were
indisputable evidence that the hour of the fire was filled with woe

unutterable.

h-knell of scores of

!




I\ BURNING OF THE NEWHALL HOUSE,

THE: FIRE

On the record book of the Central Fire Station the following
entries were made on the 10th day of January, 1883:

Avar—Box No. 439, 3:47 A, m., corner Nineteenth and Vliet streets.

TrerLErioNE ALARM—4:05 A, M., Newhall House.

Avanu—Box No. 15, 4:08 o, m., Newhall House.

Chief pulled in general alarm at 4:15 A. ., from Box No. 15.

Locamion—Corner of Michigan and Broadway; six-story brick; Newhall
House Association, owners; J. F. Antisdel, occupant; business, hotel.

This is the plain official record of the fire. All calls on the Fire
Department are thus recorded, from the slightest blaze to the heavy
conflagration.

The first alaryy called Engines No. 2 and No. 5, Hook and Ladder
Truck No. 3, Supply Hose No. 1, and the Chemical Engine. Chief
Lippert accompanied the apparatus.

Asgistant Engineer Black, who had intended to make a trip to

. Chicago on business, was at this time at the North-Western Railway
depot, foot of Wisconsin street, awaiting the arrival of the train
from the morth. By a strange dispensation of Providence the
train failed to appear on schedule time, and Mr. Black, while wrest-
ling with impatience at the delay, heard the alarm from Box No.
15. This routed all thoughts of the train and Chicago, and sent
Mr. Black into a hack and the hack to the Newhall House with all
possible speed.

Engine No, 1 and Hook and Ladder Truck No. 1 dashed out of
the Central Station at the first alarm by telephone, and sped
down Broadway towards Box 15.  As the firemen left the house
they could see the reflection of the fire against the buildings
on the sides of Michigan street and Broadway opposite the New-
hall House. Less than two minutes were consumed in the run to
the scene, and yet when the firemen reached the hotel the fright-
ened guests had commenced to jump to the sidewalks from the
upper windows, and. flames were darting out through the windows
on Michigan street near the corner of Broadway.

———
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Engine No. 1 took water from the hydrant on the corner of
Michigan street and Broadway, opposite the hotel, while Truck No.
1 stopped in front of the building and sent in two hand chemical
extinguishers to fight the flames, which appeared to be raging in
the elevator shaft. Foreman Riemer, of Truck No. 1, accompanied
the men with the extinguishers to take an observation. Water from
the “chemicals ” was turned upon the fire in the elevator shaft
while Foreman Meminger, of Engine No. 1, was bringing in a line
of hose from his engine. Riemer seized the first opportunity to
thrust his head into the shaft and looked upward. The glance was
sufficient; he saw the fire burning fiercely in the shaft as far up as
the third story. He immediately cried out that the building was
doomed, and ordered the “chemicals ” back to the truck and the
men to the ladders. Foreman Meminger, of Engine No. 1, remained
in the elevator entrance with his pipemen until the position became
untenable. He saw little of the horror of the fire, but had a
narrow escape as he was running the hose through the doorway—a
frenzied jumper from above striking the pavement near by. All
this, of course, took less time than the telling, as moments were
precious. The fire was now roaring to the, roof and darting into
the hallways, filling them with smoke.

The first ladder placed against the burning building was one
twenty feet long, which took men from Truck No. 1 to the first bal-
cony with a ladder twenty-four feet long. The second ladder was
raised from the balcony to the third story. On these two ladders,
which together reached a distance of forty-four feet, seven persons
were saved from different rooms in the third story. The fourth
person who escaped on these ladders was a corpulent man who
could not get over the edge of the window-sill to the first round of
the ladder. The firemen lifted the bage of the ladder to the top of
thé balcony rail and by great exertion held it there until the excited
man passed down over it in safety.

Work with the pair of ladders was then abandoned, and the
extension ladder, with a reach of sixty-five feet, was brought into
use from Truck No. 1. It was successfully sent up against the
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building and one man came down safely over it. An effort was
then made to move the ladder over to Allen Johnson and his wife,
who were standing in a window of one of their rooms, facing Broad-
way, imploring aid. The canvas to catch jumpers—fifteen feet
square, with eight handles on each side—wag also brought into use.
In moving the ladder it was brought in contact with a projection of
the building: the endless chain that works the extension jumped
from the pinion and the upper section of the ladder came down
with a erash. This hopelessly disabled it. While the first ladders
were being raigsed, W. H. Hall, of Laporte, Ind., who occupied a
room on the fourth floor adjoining that of Martin Weber, his part-
ner in business, became excited at what seemed to him unconscion-
able delay and endeavored to climb down on the window-caps and
sashes. He reached the window of the story below. but slipped
and fell to the walk, receiving fatal injuries.

Long before this, Chief Lippert, Assistant Black and the remain-
der of the department had appeared on the scene and entered act-
ively upon the work of rescue—a duty at that fime paramount to
all others. The engines of the department were stationed as fol-
lows: No. 1, corner of Broadway and Michigan streets; No. 4, cor-
ner of Kast Water and Michigan streets; No. 6, corner of Wisconsin
street and Broadway; No. 5, corner of Wisconsin and East Water
streets; No. 2, foot of Michigan street, with suction from the river;
No. 3, corner of Milwaukee and Michigan streets; No. 7, corner of
Huron street and Broadway. The water that was being poured into
the quivering heat through ten nozzles seemed a futile waste. Chief
Lippert, however, was in duty bound to view the situation in all its
phases. While the duty of life-saving held the first place, he had
an eye on the vast furnace that was spangling the wings of the wind
and ghowering brands of fire upon a large portion of Milwaukee.
Unwilling to take a single chance, the prudent fireman telegraphed
to Chicago and Racine for assistance, and also asked for the engine
at the Soldiers’ Home. Chicago and Racine responded at once.
Three steamers left Chicago at 5:50 A. w., Nos. 5, 10 and 14, together
with two men each from Companies 1, 2 and 3, and 1,000 yards
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of extra hose. At Highland Park, about twenty-five miles north of
Chicago, the relief train was countermanded by Chief Lippert, the
fire having spent its strength in the Newhall House. The Racine
relief train was also countermanded. Gen. Sharpe, commandant at
the Soldiers’ Home, did not send his engine, because the request
was not signed by any one in authority.

Foreman Michael J. Curtin, of Hook and Ladder Truck No. 2,
observed the*perilous situation of the Johnsons, and was on the
point of returning to his truck for a ladder, when he was informed
that the extension ladder belonging to Truck No. 1 was available.
He assisted in raising it, and witnessed its disablement. At this
time Mrs. Johnson jumped or fell, her body striking the balcony
railing and dropping to the hard pavement. The unfortunate
woman was carried into the American Express office, on the opposite
side of the street, in a dying condition. Wm. Dodsworth, of the
Express Company, secured a feather pillow and endeavored to make
the poor woman as comfortable as the means at hand would permit.
He placed the pillow under her head and threw his coat over her
shoulders. As the coat touched her she raised her hands and
pushed it off, saying, “ It is too hot here,” or words to that effect.
These were the only words she spoke after the fatal jump. M.
Jobnson still stood in the window awaiting assistance. The pipe-
man of Engine No. (i was directed to keep the fire away from the

jeopardized man by sending a stream of water into the window, and

over his body, if necessary. Foremen Curtin and Riemer begged
Mr. Johnson not to jump, as another ladder would be hrought to
rescue him. The excited people below drowned the advice of the
foremen with cries of “jump! jump!” and denunciation of the
pipeman of Engine No. 6, who was drenching Mr. Johnson. As
Foreman Curtin, of Truck No. 2, turned to go for his extension
ladder the poor man, who was now hanging outward against the
north side of the window of his room, facing Broadway, relaxed
his hold on the casing and jumped, striking the edge of the canvas
which was spread below with such force that it was torn from the
grasp of those who attempted to hold it, and Mr. Johnson struck
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the pavement he vily, receiving fatal injuries. He was carried to for a display of true courage. The brave men entered with the
the American Express office and placed beside his wife, whe re he ladder, but before they could use i Foreman Curtin digcove red that
died while My, Dodsworth was endeavoring to relieve his suffering a ladder which Foreman Riemer, of Truck No. I, had ordered
by tenderly chafing him. His body was then laken fo Coates’ across the alley from an opposite building, was successfully doing
bath-room, on Mason street. with that of Mrs. Johnson. in which the work he was about to enter upon; he, therefore, relinquished
life faintly lingered for about an hour work with the ladder and ordered the removal of the bodies of the
The express office proved a blessed haven for the half-clad poor girls.  After this was accomplished good work was done with 4
refugees from the ruined hotel, and the injured and dying that were ladders of hoth tru ks along the Michigan street front of the bum-
brought through its doors received unremitting attention from the f ing hotel. One ladder was placed against the fipe-es ‘ape near the
kind-hearted Dodsworth Une of the injured girls brought into corner of Broadway, and ano T over the Michigan street entrance.
the express office was the heroic Kitty Linehan, chicf laundress M people came down ir safety over them. Th extension lad-
of the hotel. She had sacrificed her chances for escape in a braye der that brave ( urtin’s men had dragged up thealley in the shadow
eftort {o direct her frightened II'.'::_I-.':Z:E"II" to the exits and cut off of death was not recovered. “-}I"Il all need of re scuers on the
Irom the avenues of scape she knew so well she was compelled to fronts of th building was over. Cuartin returned to the alley with il
‘:":IJ' into the fafal Ginvas When i'!"'i::h’. into the office the brave his men Lo recover it. But I'i"ll'il]1‘]'1t_:n' I'ri|1'1']"r.\rll in their ]li'}lll”‘.
girl had strength nough to sit up, but she rapidly failed, and, after and prompted them to hesitate where they had before rushed in
a few gasps, passed beyond the reach of pain. - Mr. Dodsworth feels > upon as ghastly a sight as ever man beheld. During this brief
confident that she could have been saved if stimulants were af pause the hand of the sam. kind Providence decreed the fall of the
hand, as the physicians who examined her remains could find no rear wall of the now hollow shell of the Newhall House. Down it ‘
marks that indicated mortal injury. came with a thundering crash, burying the gory pavement and the
After Mr. Johnson had made his fatal Jump, Foreman Curtin. of ladder that had bro ight hope to the jeopardized pil |

Truck No. 2, turned towards the alley and was met by Wm. Line- mass of broken brick and crumbled mortar
han, fireman of the hotel. who implored him to ] ring ladders to the Hook and Ladder True k No. 3 arrived from th, Nineteenth
allev, as the hotel girls wer ing from their quarters in the street fire and did good s rvice along the ]:h_.”:lll'.‘,‘”_\ front, but the
fifth story. Foreman Curtin asked for and received assistance question of life or death was settled for most of th occupants of
from Truck No. 1, and the xtension ladder was hurried to the alley. the building hefore if reached the scene.

v The scene that was presented to the firemen in tha narrow corridor The noble work on the ladders spanning the alley will be found

i of death was a frightful one. and it was no wonder the brave men

recorded und r the I|1';||I'i|1-,: * Heroes of the Fire.”

shrank for a moment at jis portals. Foreman Curtin called to the The work of the Truckmen is thus particularized because it

girls to stay in the windows until he could reach them with the lad- > was by far the mos important at the fire. The question of extin.

der. They begged him to hurry. Turning to his assistants, Foreman guishment, of course. ¢ ntered into the fight. but the main ohject
|

Curtin led the way into the jaws of death. 1 pon the cobble-stones

during the hour in which the immense hotel melted away was the
in the alley lay the bodies of eleven girls, shockingly mangled.

] saving of human life. Th, excitement of rescue was so absorbing
To enter this narrow place under the towering and dangerous wall that not one of those who were engaged in the noble work could
of the hotel, with the dead and dying lying at one’s feet, called

tell exactly what had heen accomplished even by themselves. So

12N




12 BURNING OF THE NEWHALL HOUSE.

much had to be done in short order that there was little time for
ohservation.

While the busy rescuers were putting forth their best efforts, the
frenzied guests and servants impatiently jumped to death oh the
cruel stones below. Their mangled bodies were hurried from under
the walls by spectators and carried either into the American Express
office or the Chamber of Commerce building, in the basement of
which cots had been hurriedly set up. Some of the dead and
injured were taken into Stanley & Camp’s jewelry store, on the cor-
ner of Wisconsin street and Broadway. The body of one poor girl
was taken to a saloon on East Water street, a few doors north of
Wisconsin, where it remained until morning, when it was removed
to the morgue.

D. G. Power, the well-known real estate agent and inventor,
jumped or fell from his window in the sixth story, on the Michigan
street gide of the building, and was killed. He was burned about
the head and face, which was evidence that he either attempted to
escape by the hall and was driven back into hig room, or that the
fire invaded his chamber and scorched him out. His body was
taken to the morgue, where it was claimed by his friends. Mr.
Power had in his room a fire-escape of his own invention, but
there was no evidence that he had even attempted to use it.

T. E. Van Loon, a retired capitalist, formerly a resident of
Albany, New York, occupied a room next to that of D. G. Power,
on the sixth floor. e also jumped to death on the pavement.
His body was found lying on the steps leading down to the Goetz
barber-shop, in the basement of the hotel. Mr. Van Loon’s remains
were taken to the morgue, where they were clainied by a friend.

About the time Allen Johnson and his wife jumped from their
room on the fifth floor, John Gilbert, a brilliant actor, and his wife,
who oceupied a room on the same floor, on the Michizan street
front, appeared at the window and jumped. Mrs. Gilbert was
instantly killed; her husband was very badly injured, but he
is now recovering. The tragic fate of this young couple was
particularly sad. They were married in Chicago on the morn-
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ing previous to the fire, and came to Milwaukee to join the theat-
rical troupe with which Mr. Gilbert was connected. Mrs. Gilbert’s
maiden name was Sutton. Previous to marrying Mr. Gilbert, Miss
Sutton was engaged to a Louigville gentleman by the name of Por-
teous, who went to her home in Canada at the appointed time to
marry her, but, when there, found that she no longer loved him, but
had given her affection to an actor. This new revelation produced
a change in Mr. Porteous’ affections, and he found himself enam-
ored with her only sister, whom he soon after married, and, with
his bride, went back to Louisville. His first affianced, no longer
fettered }s“.' an engagement with hiin, soon after went to her new
found love, and they were married in Chicago, as has been stated.
Mr. and Mrs. Porteous heard of the disaster, and seeing the name
of Mrs. John Gilbert among the dead, suspected the worst, and
came on to Milwaukee, where their sad conjectures were confirmed
when they visited the morgue and found the remains of the one
they had both loved so well.  John Gilbert’s real name is Donahoe.
e was at one time a resident of Milwaukee. One of the mogt try
ing scenes occurred when Mrs. Anna Donahoe, mother of the actor,
searched the morgue for her son’s young wife. It was a pitifal
sight—that of the aged, weeping woman kneeling in pools of blood,
tenderly brushing back the hair from the pale, bloody foreheads of
the dead girls, eagerly scanning every lineament of their faces,
caressing the cold hands, examining the clothing upon the corpses,
and striving in every way which suggested itself to her sorrowing
heart to find some mark by which she might positively know her
young daughter-in-law. “This is she,” said Mrs. Donahoe, plaint-
ively, as she looked intently upon the form of a girl who had
already been identified as a servant in the hotel. “That is her hair.
those her eyes, and the nose is like Gertrude’s. No, no, it can’t be
her, though, for she had small hands and a bright, new wedding-
ring.” Twice, thrice, Mrs. Donahoe voiced the same e rtainty, then
doubt, but at last she identified the same corpse which had heen
picked out by John R. Rogers, manager of the Minnie Palmer Com-
pany, as that of Mr. Gilbert's wife. This identification was strength-
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ened by the fact that upon this woman’s finger was found a plain,
gold band, new and untarnished —evidently the wedding-ring.
This corpse had previously been claimed by the father of a missing
girl who had been employed in the hotel, but Coroner Kuepper,
after much questioning, came to the conclusion that it was Mrs. Gil-
bert’s body, and delivered it to her friends.

T. B. Elliott, of the law firm of Jenking, Elliott & Winkler, was
the last arrival at the ill-fated hotel. He camein ona late train, and
was shown to his room on the fifth floor, where he dozed off into a
half slumber from which he was aroused by dense clonds of heated
smoke. He started at once for a window and jimped, striking on
the balcony and receiving fatal injuries. Detective McManns
lowered him from the balcony, and Lieutenant Jansen, of the
police foree, took him to the Kirby House.

Walter H. Scott, an employe in the general ticket office of the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, who oceupied a room next
to Mr. Elliott’s, jumped to the pavement and received injuri€s that
caused his death in ashort time. He died in the American Express
office, whither he had been carried.

Judson J. Hough, of Maroa, I1l., nephew of Allen Johnson, oc-
cupied a room on the fifth floor next to the Johnsons, on the Broad-
way front of the building, near the fatal elevator. When first
observed from the street he was sitting astride the ornamental cap
of the window of the fourth floor, just below his room, shielding
his head and neck from the flames which were sweeping out of the
apartment he had hastily deserted. Before an effort could be made
in his behalf the fire broke through the glass of the window over
which he was sitting and the cruel flames licked upward about
.his person, compelling him to let go. Mr. Hough dropped to the
balcony, receiving fatal injuries. He was at first thought to be dead,

and no effort was made to remove his body, as the living claimed
all attention, but a moan from the sufferer attracted a fireman
and Mr. Hough was taken from the baleony and removed to the
Central Police Station, where he died. He was conscious when he
arrived at the station, and sent for Alfred James, secretary of the
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f\'urt.hw(-sl'crn National Insurance Company, of which he was a
sgfetml agent. Mr. James hastened to the station and rf-rm(i:u‘-{‘l
with poor Hough to the end. Policemen inured to scenes u;' W -
say that the most pathetic sight they ever witnessed -\\':l.‘-i..fll‘lt t::
the dying man painfully syllabling the words ¢ Ma-roa ;viﬁ;
ba-by.” The last thoughts of the departing soul were wi[l‘ll lr-\'cw:l.
ones whom it had left in the full tide of health, lll‘\'t'l'.t-t) see agai
on the earthly gide of the dark valley of death. Sy
E. I‘:I:ick:illll and S. A. Grant, of Palmyra, Wis.,-had a thrilline
escape from their rooms on the fourth floor, Mr. Erickson \\1.:
awakened by the confusion in the hall. He jumped out of }n:fl
rfne.l called Mr. Grant, his room-mate, saying lll:'l[ the house \\"la-u;z
fire, and opened the door to find the hall filled with hot I:lil W

: : *and g
little smoke, with the fire about forty feet distant, l

: {' X! 1 ]
I:“:I'Ii_‘-k.‘:t_lll to close the door while they dressed, as an !'.‘-'\{':I]I:'[ ;;::‘”I::E;I
'il‘l'e could be more successfully made while clothed \\'i1]|. “'tNIIt'TT"‘]
They both dressed, even putting on their overcoats. l':riuict:nn.]l(-in“f'
cool enough to remember and gecure 8300 under his ]ri]In\l\' ’i‘llt':
then rushed to the window and ealled for help, which ‘1\' -

, : as not
at hand. Looking down. Erickson saw the cast-iron o

:“l' the window below, which projected outward :m-!'lpu':::'*ltll':[]-1
The apex of this projection was only two feet below him. lIIr-Iriin-;
fast to the window sash in his own room, which was the qu:-nnu’;
room from the alley and fronting on Michigan street, in lhf'.fir.l;ll‘tf

St.fnx-_v.', he stepped down on the iron cap, swung himself to t!u*z-vm-'il'
of the window and broke it through with his feet, never letting f;

with one hand until the other was fast hold of something else I-‘]'-l.:‘1J
Hl'r;'n held fast to the center bar of the sash and clr'nl:-]‘wi l‘n lhc-
window sill, breaking the glass, grasping hold of the center bar of
the sash until he could swing himself on to the next \\'i:ulm\"c*q;

“']'I.I‘S repeating the operation down three stories until he came to t‘hf
dining-room on the second floor. Erickson made the desce .
the dining-room by the aid of a t ...

nt from
able-cloth and the telegraph wi

ning- Lo : : I graph wires
t‘tmt c.n‘tcu.d the Mutual Union office in the basement of the hotel
Grant, instead of following Erickson, ran twenty or twenty-five feet

-l




in the hall, when he was driven back with scorched faee and hands.

He broks open the door of a room, rushed 1

0 the window, and
called to Erickson. who directed him to descend as he was doing.
Grant accepted his hrave companion’s advice and was saved,

Gen. Tom Thumh and wife were rescued by Police Officer
O’Brien, who awakened them by loud knocking gt the door. The

Greneral arose and admitted the officer. They ilmm'uli:m-f_\' looked

about for means of cpress Officer ( Y Brien opened the window and
a ladder was raised at once. The room was gituated on the third

Hoor, directly over the ntrance on Michje:

descended the ladder first, followed by the policeman with Mrs.

Fhumb in his arms
Sylvester Bleeker. manager of the Tom Thumb Company, and

wife, """’i,]'!‘"" i room on the fourth tloor directly over those Oeet-

Ili'lf 0y -J."iij ‘H:I[Irlf! anel wife. Mr. I:]i"'l\l'." tied ~1|'ilu_-‘ of |H-II—

clothes together, and began to lower his wife to the baleony below,

She lost her hold and fell to thie i's:l?:'il];_\'. 1fi.-'|m':l[i||l__f her left shoul-

der, breaking her lefi arm, dislocating her left hip and fracturing

her right leg, besides récelving numerous cuts about her body and

face. .“-'la--'.\;,w"|i\.'=-|.-E:.In‘.":--:--n!-.-n."_\l!'.:";ul Mrs. Gen, Ton Thumi

and from ther lowered to the ground ]'.\ means of g rope My,

Bleeker succeeded in limbing down also, and reached the sidewalk
*'."H!;. the | jil"l-'!:_‘- over a la | I r '.il.':' ]::'Llj -'""':I ‘.':'._:~- | or }]I-."' resciye,
Mrs. Bleeker's Injuries proved fatal. Her real nam was Groesbeck,

Bleeker being a professional name
L.. W. Brown and wife occupied a room on {he fifth floor of the

"'-1'r1.‘lll'\\'fl‘\' front, near the elevator, between the rooms occupied by

J. J. Hough and Walter H. Scott. Mys. Brown was awake and

clothed at the time the fire was '“.‘-r'll\_i'l‘l'li..'I'\'.'.'lll[jHi.'_ the lrll1li'|-J'

departure of an ¢ arly train on which she intended to leave the city.

\T' f:!'-il\'lj Wwas ‘-f.i! 111 j;] ‘lllll."'. I'n]'zl\'.li i!l:ll"i u'I"|| ;aj::!'u‘. j]] :F.n
fl:l.”“ and fan ied she could s]f.~1l-[|;_’l_‘af:_l.l the pec I.‘i.‘i?' roar of re-

told her husband of her fears, but he merely

strained flames.

placed his hand on the wall and Ij--:-‘.;];:r‘:_\' remark

ed that heat was
an accompaniment of fire, and that the wall was cold,

The noise

and to investigate the cause. He arose and opened the do

ting in a puff of smoke. The 1::-'.'|- s were then J‘ a lo

the Hoor about the |:|"'.'_'!:l-|' shaft. My, Brown sprang hack into the
room and told his wife to prepare to leave the building, as 1t was on

fire. He dressed in a hurried manner, and both attempted to leave
the room. The flames, however, had so far progressed during the

brief time it took My, Brown to clothe himself that escape by the

hall was impossible. Tearing up the sheets and kets Mr
Brown made a e pe which he let down to th alcony I'ying the
Hastly improvised life line to a sewing macl ine, Mr. Brown endeay-
5 - S . 1 1 1
ored to persuade his wife to lower hersell to the balcony, three
tories below, but she was afraid to trust herself on the frail looking

'ope. In order to assure her of its strength, Mr. Brown swung ouf

and reached the balcony in safi ty, his wife promising him that in
the event of his suee 88 she would follow ilJ:J]ll-f]i.‘II"|_\. While M
Brown was .~'l\'|-I|_‘._'il|:'\ in mid air on the ]-I-I‘F'f'lilfil'll|:|'.' wall of the
building a dark bo ly shot swiftly by him: it flashed through his

it his wife had ; Ifipedd Un reaq baleony Brown

RO €110l o hind V I | ] u bse juentiy
transpired that the poor 1 I P . her hus
Iy :‘- Ispected, and that her b had be rried to the moren
whi Wag T d on the following £ay

W. R. Busenbark, of Chicago. r omed on the fourth floor, Michi-
gan street front, with W, (. W iley, of Detr~it, who had come to Mil

waukee with him to establish an office for the Michigan Central

Railway. 1 I were awakened ||_\ the roar of the fire. the all per-

vading smoke and the confusion in th hall. - Mr. Wiley dashed
1t in th ull 1 wild endeavor to eseap L Was 8een no more
Mr. Bus rk, fii e by t na npossible, turned to
he wir W nd = o tl telegrapl 22 streiched between him
and t ard pavement made a g rawling _i"_‘.;:.:‘- tor them He
struck upon the wires. w h in their recoil threw him off and he

L]
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fell to the street, severely injuring his back. Mr. Busenbark also
received a number of bad cuts from the wires.

The most appalling sight witnessed during the disastrous confla-
gration was the death of Miss Libbie A. Chellis, head dressmaker in
T. A, Chapman’s dry goods store. She occupied a room on the
Broadway front of the sixth floor, near the corner of Michigan
street.  When the building was seething with fire she appeared at
her window and sank upon her knees, as if invoking Divine aid in
the supreme hour of peril. Her friends on the street instantly
recognized her and begged her to jump. She made no effort what-
uvur,- but maintained her supplicating position until the flames
curled about her and bore her backward upon the gigantic funeral
pyre. A thrill of horror swept through the witnesses of this crown-
ing scene in the vast panorama of death.

The good work performed by the Truckmen with their ladders
was supplemented by heroic efforts on both facades of the burning
hotel by volunteers, who chose noble work instead of surrendering
to idle curiosity. One of these noble men, Oscar Kleinsteuber, an
attache of the P’olice Department, climbed up the Broadway side
of the building on the Benner fire escape, and rushing into the hall-
ways, called to those groping about in the blinding smoke. His
c‘ﬂ;:_-rt.-‘ were rewarded by the saving of a number of lives, at a time
when the bare thought of ascending the threatening walls appalled
many a stout heart. The corridors of the building were at that
Iillll‘.‘ filled with smoke and flame that swept through them like fire
through a chimney flue, driving the vietims to the windows, and,
in a number of instances, claiming the unfortunates in plain sight
of the palsied multitude in the street.

In the alley, where the brave Truckmen made such heroie res-
cues, the scene before their appearance was one of blood-curdling
agony. Long before the fire appeared in their rooms the frenzied
girls commenced their terrible leaps to certain death. Their ears
seemed closed against all appeals from their friends below, who saw
no reason for the bloody sacrifice. One after another they hur-
riedly jumped, until eleven of them lay weltering in gore upon the

TiTiasiaies | C0F
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cold stone pavement in the alley. Those who saw the forms of the
girls dart downward and heard the sickening concussion as they
struck, will never be able to efface the scene from the tablets of
memory.

When g0 much was enacted before the multitude. on the outer
walls of the building, and so little remembered in detail, owing to
the attendant confusion, what can be accurately given of the pan-
demonium that prevailed in the halls of the hotel when the lights
had been extinguished by the smoke, and the bewildered victims
were rushing hither and thither, blindly hoping for accidental
escape, and gasping for the breath of life? From the glowing core
of the fire, the elevator shaft, the flames swept outward and upward
with withering fervency. The very air throughout the housc seemed
to yield up its elements to combustion. The heat was so intense
that the few who escaped were painfully burned by the hot blasts
in the halls where the flames had not yet reached.

Away up in the sixth story along the north wall, with windows
opening above the roof of Sherman’s photograph gallery, roomed
James McAlpine, Andrew Hardy and J. R. Duval. Mr. Hardy
inslinctively awoke when the fire was in full sway. LHe felt the
danger that was at that very moment closing about him and his
companions. Jumping from his bed, he hailed Mr. MeAlpine, tell-
ing him the house was burning, at the same time striking a mateh
and lighting the gas. Before they could fully realize their position
the rushing heat forced in the transom and instantly the thick
smoke put out the gas. They both sprang for the window, which
they crushed out, and just as the hot air was overpowering then
they sank outward and fell to the roof, some distance below, where
they were restored to sensibility by Mr. Duval, who had precedecd
them to the roof. The only occupants of rooms on the sixth floor
who escaped, besides the three just mentioned, were Ben. K. Tice.
chief clerk, and Patrick Conroy and Thomas Cleary, bell-boys.

Mr. Tice says he was awakened by an indescribable sensation.
Hig room was rapidly filling with smoke, and on opening the door to

the hallway black masses of su flocating smoke pressed into the apart-

\
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ment. He immediately started for the hose near by to fight the
fire, but as he rushed through the hall the hot air scorched and
burned him.. He attempted to arouse Messrs. Van Loon, Power
and Reed, and Miss Chellis, but failed on account of the overpow-
ering heat. Two of the bell-boys were shouting for help, and '\‘I )
Tice called to them to follow him, but they ran in an opposite
direction. while Mr. Tice went to the window at the end of the hall
next the ‘al]m', broke it out, went down the ladder built on the side
of the buill_l-ing, and dropped to the roof of the bridge beween
the hotel and the bank building. As he reached this point
he heard some one attempting to open the door on the fifth
floor of the hotel leading to the bridge. Breaking in the door he
found Lizzie Anglin and carried her to the roof of the bank build-
ing. Lizzie then called for Mollie Connors, her room-mate, and
Mr. Tice returned for her; but as the flames were pouring furiously
from the door and window from which they had just escaped, Mol-
lie’s rescue was an impossibility. Mr. Tice broke a window in the
roof of the bank building and took Miss Anglin, who was fatally
burned, to a hallway below, where clothing was furnished him.
He atlémptud to enter upon further work of rescue, but the
intense heat through which he passed had so roasted his hands and
face that he was compelled to desist. Mr. Tice claims that he was
not touched by fire and that the burns he received painfully illus-
trated the terrible heat in the upper corridors of the ill-fated hotel.
The servants’ quarters in the Newhall were on the fifth flogr,
and ranged along the alley side of the building, from a point about
twenty feet north of Michigan street to a point about twenty feet
south of the north end of the building, and the rooms were built
along a hall which ran north and south and at each end was totally
separated from the guests’ apartments by heavy doors. The rescued
girls say that the first they knew of the fire was when Linehan, the
engineer, awakened them with orders to run out and follow him,
without waiting to dress. Linehan says the hall swarmed with
girls after he gave the alarm, and thinking they would follow him,

e T——

BURNING OF THE NEWHALL HOUSE. 21

as he directed, he rushed down stairs to find that only one had
obeyed his instructions.

Mary Gavin, who escaped across the alley on the ladder raised
by the heroic firemen, says she was awakened by screams in
the hallway. She aroused her room-mate and they ran into
the hall, which was full of smoke and very hot. They all
ran toward the south end of the hall which opened upon a
staircase, but were driven back by smoke and heat. The air was
suffocatingly hot, and some of the girls fainted. A number of
them went to the rooms facing the alley and broke out windows to
get air. Men could be seen below, looking up, but nobody seemed
to be doing anything toward their rescue.” “The smoke grew
thicker and the air hotter,” said Miss Gavin. “ 1 supposed
the other girls were standing up behind me. As nobody
said anything I looked around, but the smoke was so thick
[ could not see anybody. 1 went to the door and looked out into
the hall and could see no one. It seemed as if I was alone in the
building. T turned to go back to the window to breathe and as I
did so T fell over something. I felt aronnd on the floor and found
all the girls who had been with me lying there, seeming to be
suffoeated, 1 got back to the window and called to the men below
to do something. I could see gitls jumping out of other windows
or hanging to the window sills till they fell dead to the ground
below. Suddenly men on the roof of a building across the alley
put a ladder across to my window and called to me to go over. I
stooped down and tried to wake the other girls, but they did not
stir. Then a man came across the ladder and took up one of the
girls and carried her across. Then I went over and the men
carried some of the others out.”

Mary McCauley, who was also saved by the brave firemen, over
the ladder bridge, says: “1 was awakened by the sheuts and
sereams of the others and ran into the hall. It was full of the girls
rushing wildly up and down, crying and sereaming. I rushed to
the end of the hall, peeped through the door and saw everything
was smoke and fire outside. I then ran back, and passing a room
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where seven girls had taken refuge, joined them and we all knelt in
prayer. One of the girls had a crucifix and a stout woman prayed
out Joud. Just as we had given up all hope the window crashed
in our room and T fainted. It so happened the firemen with the
ladder had found our room out of thirty others, and we, with a few
others, were saved."”

Orange Williams, of Janesville, had a room on the Broadway
front of the fifth floor. The noise in the hall and on the strect
roused him from deep sleep to face a double danger. The hall
was filled with smoke that was stifling, and the heat was intense.
He went to the window and stood on the casing, looking down
upon the exciting spectacle. On ealling for help, he was informed
by some one on the walk that there was a fire-escape on the wall a
short distance from him, toward Wisconsin street. Mr. Williams
re-entered his room and went out in the hall, where the screams and
moans of the panic-stricken and dying appalled him. He groped
along the smoky hallway, stumbling over a fallen vietim in his
course, and finally reached the escape.

J. C. Clark, of Wausau, roomed on the fourth floor on the
Broadway side. He heard the confusion and roar in the hallway,

_but did not leave his room until he had dressed himseif, coolly
lighting the gas for that purpose. He had been a guest of the
Newhall at various times, and had familiarized himself with the
exact location of the fire-escapes. When Mr. Clark left his room
he crawled along the hallway until he arrived at the window lead-
ing to the escape. This he broke, and mounting the ladder low-
ered himself to the baleony, entered the office and escaped to
" the street.

T, J. Anderson, of Chicago, was aroused by the shrieking of the
terrified inmates. He was in the corner room on the fourth floor.
On opening the door the smoke and blaze poured in. He perceived
that escape by the regular course through the corridors was impos-
sible, but managed to open a window near the Benuer fire-escape,
on the Michigan street side, where he irresolutely stood in the heat,
calling for help. Detective McManus entreated him to come down

¥
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the fire-escape, which he finally did; while MeManus was after a
short ladder to take him from the last rounds of the escape, one
story above the walk, Anderson became impatient and slid down
the stand pipe connected with the escape, reaching the walk all
right. The only garment he had on was a gauze shirt.  —

John L. Kellogg, traveling freight agent of the Chicago, Milwau-
kee & St. Paul Railroad, had a room on the third floor, about the
center of the Broadway front of the hotel. He was awakened by
a piece of hot glass from the transom window falling upon him.
Hastily dressing himself he tore his sheets and blankets into strips
and made a rope. With this he lowered Miss Warren, of the Tom
Thumb troupe, to the balcony; he followed her and both were
saved.

Of all the guests who escaped from the Newhall House with their
lives none suffered such injury from running the gauntlet of the
flames as did William K. Cramer, the veteran editor and proprietor
of The Evening Wisconsin,and his good wife. They occupied a suite
of rooms in the sontheast corner of the building, on the floor above
the office. Mrs. Cramer awoke with the noise of the flames as they
roared and crackled in the elevator shaft—diagonally opposite the
sleeping-room—filling her ears. She sprang out of bed, hasti
opened the door, saw the fire in the shaft and smoke in the hall.
Bevond the roar of the flames she heard no unusual sounds, and
saw no one moving; the hallways were deserted, and the occupants
of rooms opening into them apparently remained ignorant of the
terrible danger that confronted them. She awakened her husband
and informed him of the fire and the imperative necessity of mov-
ing toward the street without waiting to dress. He seemed loth to
move thus, but she dragged him into and across the hall to the
south staircase. Huge tongues of flame were then darting from
the shaft, and a portion of the stairway was on fire. Placing her-
self between him and the flames, she led him past them and down
the stairs to the office floor below.* There the elevator shaft was
safely passed, and after waiting on the.landing and in the glass
Jobby facing Broadway for some minutes,she asked a policeman
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to call a hack. This was done, and by her direction she and her
husband were conveyed to the Plankinton House. It was not until
both were ready to leave the hotel that Mr. and Mrs. Cramer dis-
covered that they had suffered injury from the fire. And yet both
were terribly burned about the lower limbs, shoulder, neck, face,
and head. The marble tiling of the office floor in front of the shaft
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up on the floor. “Don’t step on her!” said Mr. Schmidt's conduc-
tor, “she is dead !” In this way they reached the boiler-room and
made’ their escape into the alley. Mr. Schmidt’s rescuer was the
heroic Wm. Linehan, engineer of the hotel, who, from the first dis-
covery of the fire until all hope of further rescue had fled, devoted
himself to the work of life-saving with all the energy that he could

summon. The woman Mr. Schmidt saw lying in death-like stupor
on the floor was an employe of the hotel whom Linehan had

was 8o heated that it burned and blistered their feet. At this

. ‘ writing the injured couple are slowly recovering.

! W. F. Schmidt was awakened from a sound sleep in his room |' rescued. She was afterwards resuscitated. 4
on the fourth floor. For an instant he was terror-stricken. The ' M. Moran, of Beloit, Wis., occupied a room on the third floor,
room was filled with smoke, on the wall was the flickering reflec- [ opening on the court. e was awakened by hearing a crashing .
tion of fire, and the roaring of the consuming element could he : noise. Supposing it was the pantry girls throwing the dishes 1
. heard above the frantic shrieks that resounded through the house. ' around at breakfast time, he lay in bed several moments. |
' Recovering from the terror that possessed him, and fully realizing ' Suddenly he heard cries of “Murder!"” “Fire!” and shrieks of |
| his danger, he jumped from the bed, and hastily pulling on a pair frightened women. He jumped out of bed and opened the door. B
'i of pants, fled from the room. On opening the door he encountered ' The draft was such that the door was slammed in his face and the “
{ a thick cloud of smoke and was for a moment stifled, The hall- 3! room was filled with smoke. IHe grabbed his clothes and rushed out.
|'| way was very dark, and from the swirling blackness came I‘ While running down the hall he stumbled and fell over the body
}“ groans of anguish and unearthly yells of despair. He advanced | of a woman. She was unconscious, and another woman was lving
i into the corridor, and a crowd of hurrying people hustled him from : beside her. They were both in front of the room adjoining his.
| one side to the other. Mr. Schmidt said the desperate people, ' Two other women were rushing up and down the hall ¢rying in
l transformed into maniacs, were hurling themselves against the walls despair. Moran caught one of them by the arm and dragged her
i and falling dazed to the floor. Others tramped over prostrate forms to the end of the hall. She there broke away from him and rushed
:k on the floor in their endeavor to find an exit from the hallway. back into the burning building. There was a sheet of flame across
' Mr. Schmidt, in his haste to find the stairway, struck his head the end of the hall, but Moran heard a man calling from the other
! sharply against a door or casement and beeame unconscious, When gide: “Come through, it iz only two feet deep.” Ie rushed
| he recovered his sénses he was seated on the floor. The intense | through the flames, still clinging to his clothes, and got out of the
h | heat had singed his hair and blistered his ears and nose. For sev- building. .
| eral moments he groped helplessly in the darkness and finallyg 5 Samuel Martin occupied a room on the third floor, his win-
(i despairing of being saved, prepared to meet hig fate. Suddenly I dow opening on the court. When awakened by the noise and
i some one grasped his hand firmly and pulled him along, shouting, smoke he seized his pants and rushed into the hall. TLooking
“This way, this way !” Another person caught his other hand and down the hall he saw a sheet of flame rushing along like a prairie
the trio rushed onward. At last they reached the stairway. The fire. He wasso utterly bewildered that when he escaped he could
story below was brightly illuminated. They rushed, half tumbling, not tell how he got into the only garment he had saved. As Mr.
down the staircase, mnd in the passage below saw a woman curled Martiiédashed toward the alley before the advancing flames, a man

_.._.
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sprang out of a room and fell prostrate. Moved by a stranee

impulse, Mr. Martin er tered a room, seized a sheet and threw it
over the fallen man. A thinly-clad woman then appeared and over
her shoulders Mr, Martin threw a blanket. He then seized a
blanket himself and rushed down the servant’s stairs to the alley.
He proceeded to the Kirby House, where. to his astonishment, ]‘n:

found the man upon whom he had thrown the sheet sitting in §

office with the self-same sheet over his shoulders

J. W Maxwell, of Chicaco. ha 1atl rilline egcape H occupied
thi valor Jlr ];l.] been

an inside room on the t} rd floor, near the e

filled with strange forebodines enight, and-his slumber i
- di i, ol i Al B ALL L) 1 3 |
consequence was une He awoke to see the flames -E;'l“.i.'u
over 1 tran= of hig 1 m - 1 I |
ver the transom I his room. The smoke in the hallwav was Very

heavy; through it came the groans and shricks of the unfortunates

who were wrapped in its stifling folds. The horrid delusions of
Maxwell’s broken sleep were now equaled, but it took a mouthful
of the stifling smoke and a coughing spell to awaken him to a full
realization of his situation. He endeavored to unlock his door to

get out in the hallway, but the kev broke off in the lock. He tried

to turn the stump but did not suee ed. In his ds speration Maxwell
seized the knob of the door s d wrenched it off Finding eseape
by the doo impossible he turned to the window, ripped out the
sach and dy roof of the court, afew feet below He ran

along the roof, in the ¢l; re of the fire, amid falline sparks, to another
\\'iI|J--'.'.. '.\illl';'. 3T I||lr"--| '”I- 'f--:r!' of |i||' room was ]-”'](I"I[.
Maxwell elimbed back into the court and tried another room.,
without guceess, Returning to the eourt. which was now a pil-i.urz;
of hell, he ran from room to room until he found one with the door
open. Crawling un hands and knees through the hall he succeeded
in making his escape,

C. W. Briggs, of Grand Rapids, Wis., sl Pt 1 a room on the

of glass by the

heat and the draft tl rough the hall awakened hi He s 1zel his

clothing and rushed out into the smoke. A wall of flame barred

progress in the direction in which he at first ran, and he was com-

pelled to double on his tracks and seek egress in the opposite

lirection. A stupor seized him and it was only w determined
effort that he could shake it off. I"!II".I;::.‘m-]_'-.' he reached the
stairway, the first flight of which he blindly traversed. He fell af

lfll |H','l<} of |||1' gecond |Iii',.'|1| lel't went to the |"'1|"|“‘ III.II“i.'Iil.I;’:

severe bruises. Mr. B

i’ escape was an extremely narrow one.
Emil Flesh escaped from his room on the third floor, on the
Broadwayv side, by making a rope onut of his blankets e SNYyS that

when he awoke his room was literally filled with rats. which were

8 .|r||[»-r'.,
To Imore strate the orror of the s tuatio i ];"' IIII!““'.
floors d iring the fire, the graphic statement of Edward P. Haff. of

New York, who ocecupied a room on the third floor, on Michi

street, adjoining the alley, is given. Mr. Haff snys: A terrible sen-
sation of a erushing weight upon my chest awoke me, and I lay for
a moment dazed and half smothered, and heard a elock gtrike four.
The thick smoke in the room was stifling, and groping to the door 1
opened it. The rush of flame and heated air. not smoke alone, but

scorching, burning air. met me. taking away my breath, and well

my senses. A reeling form, with hair and whiskers burned

m the face, and eyebrows gone, stageered toward me with wide-
open mouth, gasping for breatl From the parched throat came
inarticulate moans I ]-’IHI d him into the room, clos« d the door,
and tried to open the window. It was locked. T broke a pane
f glass and caught a whifl of IQ---]-'_“.;‘."EJ air. t'-“. the light of

building 1T conld see the telegraph wires twenty feet

the burn
away and half resolved to Jjump, My companion in the room
revived a little, and said he had come from No. 221. only four
rooms distant, and yet he had '.I.5!1;_'\ }"'!'i‘||f"i in making the _i"]”'

ney. His name was Mahoney, and he was from Rock Island.”

\fter measuring the chances of escape by jumping or by a
dash through the hall, Mr. Haff and Mr. Mahoney chose the
it te hod and prepared for the effort. Mr. Hafl thus tells
f the escaj Covering our faces so as to breathe as little of the
torrid air as possible, we again opened the door and ran along the
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hallway toward the We met VOung wi rering
tl he smoke and groping along the wallg, apparent indes
01 \s she was almost naked, 1 g I 1} i Blhieets,
threw them around her, and tried to lead her with me. She was
illr}n-:'-H;Iz frig however,and could or ly moan My Grod!

My God! I can’t]” She finally fell into an open doorway, and 1

left her 1_\'ill_: across the threshold. \l\ I'1|I|1[i;ll|i"ll and | crossed

the bridge into the bank building, and descended to the ground.”
An hour after the digcove Iy of the fire the towering walls of the

hotel simply bounded a huge furnace, that sent upward immense

=|-'v'|I.“'i‘ vapol and smoke f',‘.n‘llll Ii'.i.:'.l'.:.I:;_' heat of the inner
ruin the Fire Department continued to pour water from seven
engines; nothing more could be done. At 5:30 o’clock the Broad-
way wall of the ruined structure bulged out and fell to the

pavement with a thundering ecrash, followed shortly after by i
i"'liinn of the Michigan street wall, near ]i:'-l:.-i'.%-‘:_\ \bout this
time a ]rit-l'l. of the cornice and a mass of brick fell from the top of
the Michigan street wall, near the alley, where Ben, Van Haag,
first pipeman of Supply Hose No. 2 was holding a nozzle with a
companion and directing a stream of water into the ruins. Seeing

the f:

Wlling mass thev beat a hastv ret

swift enough. The rubbish struck the ] vires and brok

‘:'1I_._’= 1..---- into several pleces, one ed Van Haae thi
rth He was a at thon ) ) ed, | ¢
m the effects of the shock and recovered I'l was the

only serious injt by a fireman during the battle with

the consuming element.

The fire had now burnt itself out, but its glowing embers
required constant attention. The inner ruin was a fervent erueible,
in which was being reduced to ashes the remains of over two score
of human beings who less than two hours before were slumbering

in blissful ignorance of their impending fate. The blow was

steel; and, although the end of the
loomed was frightful to contemplate, their friends can spare

themselves the harrowing thought that theyv suffered tl

P ry
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vV death by nre 1= the il i sur r's pProvi COn( 1 11

| 1 1 /
hat the dark angel’s summon A irough a eloud of smol
that 1 1t the boon of unconsciousness. Fireman. poli

had brawve 1 death in '.}]I— '\‘.--"Ib-. of rescue, .‘ulll

that their efforts should prove futile Mistakes
were. |51=|]-s|_]l-[w|:_\', made in the excitement of the hour: the fire
fichters were more than human had their work been e riect.
The consuming element had the mastery from the start, and its

Itness that nerves

work was :|=':'t-|1:]l.!§.—]_.- d with such appalling sw

of steel were for the nonce untempered. Cr

dead, neither will it prevent like occurrences under like circum

The scene in the neighborhood of the tr

—[a--l .—}lu!‘l!_\ after
dayvlight dawned was one that will never be forgotten by those who
witnessed it. A perfect sea of dumb-stricken humanity encireled
the erumbled walls and broken columns of what only a few
edifices. Pol

hourse before was one of the l;.l_'\ s sta

| men were hurrying hither d thither in the
L=y
( heir 1es, whiie, f to g t W-COIMers ( rmad
f th ths i Po | 2, shortly after 7
o' i ers W 1 hastly N emerg I the edg
f the 1ins and deposit | slelgh 101 cyanc ) 1

!,u geven steam engines \\]H' Wert

].|.-\'5‘:|5-‘\.' to the [ill‘_‘x' I-ill Kept up an incessant din, which was
varied at intervals by the sharp jingle of breaking glass, as the sud
den reaction from the extreme heat to which they had been sub

jected, sent the fine plate glass fronts of nearly all the stores on the

east side of Broadway to the pavement in fragments. Dense clouds
f smoke and steam compl Y Vi the nd 1t was almost
Jear f the whole one time. Tow-
ering ithing mass of vapor stood jagged monoliths of

brick and mortar, remnants of the partition walls, whitened by the
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intense heat. Broadway was comparatively clear, except as to the
western sidewalk, which was heaped high with brick and rafters.
Michigan street, in front of the Chamber of Commerce building, was
strewn with debris, over which about two-thirds of the south wall,
glightly buttressed by a fragment of the alley wall, reared its head
in a threatening manner. Almost the entire north wall remained
standing, owing to the support given it by the Sherman building.
Along its seared and scorched face the iron frames of the fire-places
around which the guests had grouped themselves in fancied security
only a few hours previous, still adhered. Another object of
pathetic interest to observers was a table-cloth dangling from
one of the dining-room windows, to the frame of which it had been
tied by some unfortunate endeavoring to escape the flames. Like
the walls and everything else in the neighborhood of the fire, the
table-cloth was thickly coated with ice. The erowd of spectators at
last grew to such proportions that the police found it necessary to
draw a cordon around the immediate neighborhood of the fire, and
the avenues bounding the ruins were closed for the day. The
struggling mass of humanity pressed closely against the hempen
barrier throughout the entire day and far into the night succeeding
the calamity, seeming loth to leave the weird spot and retire to the

quietude of home. G5t

THREE IMPORTANT STATEMENTS.

The following statements are printed in order to give an idea
of the origin of the fire and the rapidity of its progress:

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM MCKENZIE, ELEVATOR CONDUCTOR.
morning 1 took a Mr. Brown, connected with the
from the first to the third floor in the elevator. After
grate five in the office, and then made & tourof

room and kitchen. From the kitchen I went
d returned to the office floor. This

At 2 o'clock in the
“ Ranch 10" Company,
taking Brown 1 took care of a
inspection through the dining-
through the cellar and engine-room, an
ocenpied my time a trifle over half an hour. I next went down the main
gtairway and around past the saloon to the ladies’ entrance, to see that no
tramps had found lodging there. Abont 3 o’clock I was on the office floor
waiting for passengers by the trains which usually arrive at that hour. The
train was late and I made another tour of the house, taking in the first and
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:ﬁ:;i ﬂof:rs{hthe bank building, and the kitchen and cellar, On my ret
ol gu:h dr;ae .ofltwe_nty-ll\'e minutes to four I took up Mr. Elliott, \:'II::
e ]ef ﬂe(:l} :.: train. I took him to the fifth floor, where he roomed
i mming: arzl::‘s;u;; ::::;(:u'lﬂ ::ﬁunmde_a fIx»ur of the halls of that ﬂoor'
9 r again I met a gentleman a tly
e MED I Ee
him up. Again let the u]e\.’itnfl stan:‘l o ne e i
p Ay . 1 and made a tour of the halls
% ruu:lor:rl;?: .t-ll::-]:]mk ;m l.h.m top floor, and found it to indicate ten mitrlll::::é
s ca”, tb, ]cmll ll_ not l:c depended upon for correctness, however
or o meladonn Ie 10 z ;; 4 o'clock. 1 had the kitchen fireman to eall o:;
e it I_K,tt(,mpﬁ:se} e elew‘ttor to l;.lo so I saw smoke issuing from the
i edephpun wh(: .t_:e f:ar. I'lrmm-dlately sprang into the elevator and
T l..l't- 'lt; was coming from. By the time I reached the floor
< i e :,:m;l_c had becfome so dense that I stopped the elevator
A smnd?. :'u x:' ight of stairsto the office. Tom Delaney, the night
amok’e sy m.lm ront of the counter. I said to him: *“Tom there is
o gu“!:]t::{ugh !wre, s.m(l I am going to see where it mm'es from.”
followed by Tom. IL frl;ll:t:llfil aﬁ:rm:em:e: l;?umlt . :llw e U|EV’1U3;‘-
: : Hand : ding to t Michi
:}:ltr::r::rag :i})lerl 1[""}1 mpnke that 1 could not entt;. 1 ﬁl:;ll tf:t'tl‘zﬁl:u"ﬂjt.‘:fﬂ
e fr,h‘:!s I(-.I;::ﬁla:lh? ;i:ut? and 1!10 replied: “I'll tuiephnna' for ur.z
i i : in 1e pitcher closet, and shouted !
r‘:marzzr‘; tt;ot ]::r}::::“:::,va;t ;.E::r:l::ia; ﬁrel ;E the elevator. After doi :;: ?l?ia t'I,
: ay below ound the smoke as bad s eye i
lllt;;l: ;Th?:j’l‘ﬁ?:: Sw intothe llfl]lwrl.y leading to the Michigan str:.:t ::‘lt:‘:rl;::
ey I.ru,shed 8 10 uLe slny.mg here. We had better call the house;” wii_];
- e nnduI;] to l.he !lm:{l floor, shouting * Fire I” and I kickad. in the
oo hy- st [I'H.l Cramer’s sleeping-room; also the door of ﬁmm 24
T 01 l‘m Tom Thuml.) people. The fire was now bvginni;! :
oo te elevator door on this floor. The smoke and fire ap rei
g \:hic] (j:[ureloged me 5o that I gave up the idea of running l.othlfﬁoor
fair]y‘bewild.emdmd- in mind. In fact, the smoke became so dense that it
ko M::; !l dropped upon the floor, and hastily crawled to the
oo lt 1e nlley to the bank building. Here even the heat
B _m; iad warmed the knob of the door. The first gust of
it mc;:;; , ({nm the elevator almost stifled me. Through the bank
iy ::1 2 ﬂ]soli lto the Htl‘&(:!t, and assisted people who sprang from the
2 i 1elped to raise a ladder to Tom Thumb's room, so tl
uld be got out. g i

STATEMENT OF ENGINEER WILLIAM LINEHAN
I came on duty at half. i
3 -past 3 o'clock in th i
e pas | e morning, and at ten mi
re 4 turned steam on for the office. T then sat down for about l:;::"m?:

utes, after which 1 tried the s urnace dan
team-gauge and shut the
- s 1e i pers.
At 4 o'clock—perhaps a few minutes sooner or later—1 hea:‘d the w;ruin
=




il g t 1, dire d i m pitcher-clos ¥ I
hiee { | ! | () i € 1 i tl 5
I Vi ! r ser its
[ g 1 I I'he 1
g Tom was the
floor ar i line of can
wched the landing flames were Wo king througt

the elevator entrance. This caused me to run down-

tine the firemen, who had arrived and

+ the purpose of dir
. the elevator entrance. Alter having
» office floor, and enconntere d Mr. and
ng of the

nent vi

were running two lines of hose i
done this 1 once

Mrs W. E. Cramer an

ACK S 1 gol unp, Imtendal rumn i i
WITs 1 n B ' aoing o i 1 1

nt to t f ' tor shaft | 0 feet
1 » e o into th the s 1 only I ed i

i ¢ nl 1 t 1m ne i 1nto ¢ it M

nmediats drawn to fla s rushing In up the sha 10

vall. This wall wis merely a board partition se the wi u-
eral store-room ol the Goelz barber-shop frou ft I'he flames did

not fill the shaft, but merely rushed upward along this eastern board-parti-

tion wall. 1 had to withdraw my head from the

it quickly, as the curren
of air rughing upw wd was so strong that it lifted a silk cap \'.'I||-'.|'. I wore 'liJ‘
1 1 ine swept upward 1t y the vortex ol

nv head, and I barely d it from beinr

ré Tl | nt vere tl 1es8 B 1l [§]58 nto tl ahaft was between
I nd | r o littl re tl ) ) I gl When 1
| ¥ g 1 1 ) th 1 the speed 1 pos
th ( 8 s 3 L between t
urt i I [ s bove tha s |
I save t ™ e T 1. 1 I nd
t t re 1 t (Ferman I the ve il vk the
| I ememb 1 he ) 5
i [he girl T I th te we | right, as she

d by her [ heard some ong o ning in the hall,

1, 1 found a

tne gEur
through the smoke in the direction of the soun
urns, lying upon the floor

proceed 1114
vOoungE Woman, who afterwards prove d to be Julia B
wntily dressed. 1 took her

naeless and foaming at the mouth. &he was 8

s and carried her to the landing on the office level, and put her

r found 1 lving sense
@ tloor AR
i t here was &11 'his
1 ]
1V 1 ira
T g netning,
| Y

i
1

king them out 1n the alley in the rea [ Scarcely had

ast one been taker

vell ereeted

my ears, The voice rently that of a man, and the sound came from

the court., I rush in there to see who it might be, and save him, if

ble. But I eould discover no one. While gearching the conrt with my eves
1 of fire fron

from the doorway, a s aloft fell

'k, and

0 81 ( I nearthly manne it
W Ws 1 [ 11} H v aiso 1VE [ | e brick
nien i | een | tl e 1 t I
SO 1 It s 1m I 1k
f nov ] - rl 1 1 1 ito th
ind not ] n, n & ent upg b 1
| lding A8 Ham

STATEMEX

Omn the morning of the fire I was n the office. Going back to 8 o’clock i1

the morning, or about that time, two o

ers came in. One, T think, was
(VBrien. They staved about five minutes. The next person who came in

was T. B. Elliott: that was after the ( hamber clock had struck 3:530. 1e said

I . Tom.” and T told the night watch to take Mr. Elliott to his
Tl t who eame in was Conductor . about i

e l¢ =1 tchel the settee: of thi rway. 1

k 1 andd  f I tl lked tl sout tmirway I'hat L=
etty 1 4 1 I'he next t o I heard 848 e stairs. 1

= = A SN Trolx 1ear t = I's

1 ] 1 Lral nil - 1 i i | 4 Tk

1 we both rughed vii. hea { ul, Wej el the

t e Mi tri rst, 1 't know, but wher

ugh the g0 densely that 1 was forced
back. I ran to give an alarm, wi ich 1 did by

it .l.;.u.‘!u-“.-.': the smoke rushed throm

iII'T":l'|r:|-l|.:l'. 'hat | knew,

was the guickest way to send in the alarm. That was, a8 near a8 1 can say,

about 4 o'clock.” It was five minutes to four when I first discovered the smoke.
I telephoned: “Send Fire Department to Newhall as quick a8 von ean !”
minute. I then
I to the Bi Iwav sidewalk

I looked into the house at

They responded they would be there bout see

emen could best res

ien rushed in with

was run in. I ran into

Wm. E. Cramer, 11
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QUSE,
NING OF THE NE WHALL H
BURNIN

3 let them
requested me to let t D
e ﬁremeu:'fllt;ir wri.s not locked. l:y b::::
B Mr. Antisdel called me i
T i';: 1 took it from tht‘a t-alllsim
e ‘C_' th? E\ii\s'llm.\\'a.a nude, afnl 1 gui\ E:mt e
e Amm:ﬁc’s out of the safe, _|m.npcter s
i £ ‘;.u]uaﬁ‘ lo overcoat to Mrs. l.;-ralmt A ("m :
g 12‘;‘10::1 some clothes, 1 triec

and get t $

l,)]l,t\ ha{l to come ‘Jlll:k HA S I.l ol her I cou 1 not ge to l y oo I‘.ll'l bhe mlll,
the ,
1l to 1 he O 1': 4 t here I knl,'“ Was Iﬂ].[l
Nc ar lljllllfl. ].lll]l)r C ﬂtlu(.]\ me lui't' t.l].l.ll, vervhbody in
“!\]] nnnin thl‘l’(ﬂ I foun l a po ceman, a \WoKe e
o Ig b R '] y ') lie 1 “d 1 awc k h d
11 s,

. Mr. Starr, with

stairs and met ]

1. 1 then ran up the BB tm:,;?el ladies’ entrance and got
iehborhood. g 1 ran down to

that neigh Then

ht
x rn. I then thoug
. g 13 down. . s
Mr. Ludington in ;}le‘:; who helped Mr. Lum};f:::n T met him hobbling
a l.‘-;lllPli‘- of the Fﬂ“.c“]?‘llﬂ') on the Ludlﬂ{-’itonn Wlli;:h tl'le)’ |1id. Il \:f“tgl:g
was : im down, nd the
Mr. Paul, who Bocze o BAIP R CORRL R ey
:c;{ong nade, and T gn]:‘. 11; g.etri“nw The SIHULIQ"‘;I;?LITt'llae gas, and it “3“;
s i 4 ¥ = tch ! 1 80 suf-
in, the third anc ing. I struck a ma ke was ther
:snugltt;i“t I could Tb']t:o:hl:::-'“ but could uotill ':!Elt:oﬁt?l\;ws to get penpli.ou;'
jed to ligh ' 1 went up a! nees the last time.
ont. I tries lie down. nds and kne R
' T had to li ice on my ha Jevator. Iga
focating that back to the offic ing in around the ele 11 did.
Wl b T fullmg ma 5y "“t t‘l.l‘l.ll 1
and had to era ice the floor was i1 not take them o
Wt the office but he did n and was forc
When I left little boxes, bu ime 1 found the fire .
jadel two L G the time : roadway, By th
young Autlﬁ‘_ etween th sent out on Broad el
: inutes fiice I wen 2 old, and the
Abo“tt:ﬁzn IL::mﬁB- ;nut.uod around until T got co
from 3 rare al
z stories were
time foar s

went home. ; Z]
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‘P'wo men came in llhz?‘1 i
into the balcony. 1 :
ltlil:;'loe one man had l:m:“:l,rot
J and askec

& th':.1'0».ﬂ,.nfl-egavf;z it to }'oung‘
dm“nf Mr. Lee’s coats. 1 tnk}:r
e fice and lumdml_ Mr.
th;e(:l me to go to their room
as :

dapsed b
:\n.t[:r I left the
1 on fire.

Im ] 1
Bd 0( deS “d ll]de(.l 10n “l 1(:}1
ir a 8

mes Of th(}sc Wh-(), Il.t. tlhc p(.‘l'll
e nal

; ir fellow-beings
imb, labored faithfully to “r'elslt sttl:;ul inscribed in
of life and hm.,f the insatiate flames wi qory of that fiery
from the 1!,1‘1'1511 0 b neves toadn while th.c'l'n:en
letters of Ii\fﬂ:‘gj e iln‘ the heart of a single (fm‘il':.;;cmsd\'eﬁ by their
drama shall h"b‘fr those who immortalizec sin H. MARTELLE,
First on the list of ¢ of theit fellows is_l) A\il; ul.li immolate
noble efforts in hc]mnductar, who fate willed E;::: When the
a gallant railroad col!‘ul altar of human sacn.:lo;s of the hatel
oo F on thcl-e(:::lded through the lower corri
startling alarm

\gainst the dark backgm:h
1a;]§;:11 that eruel morning,
i}

BURNING orF 7, HE NEWHALT HOUSE,

MARTELLE wag standing at the off
night clerk. e immediately betho
brother conductor, Ropery H
time Previous, to his room in
ure. The faithfy] MARrTELLE his sleeping
friend of the impending dang

ter, but whether he was permitted to
fulfill his design will neyer be known, as he and Howrg

carried down in the seething furnace. Phejy charred and
remains were subsequently recovered from the rying
rest forever by sorrowing friends,
The name of Krrre LiNenaN,
laundry

s also occupies g lasting
orable conflagration. I and directed g number
of dazed and frightened girls to places of safety, she returned 1o

continue her noble work, and was so beset by the devouring element
that escape was impossible, and she met her death by jumping
into the canvas held by rescuers in the street,

By reference to the statement of WiLriay I

way, is a brother of the unfortunate young hemiuejnst mentioned,
it will be observed that he proved himself a jewel of incalcu-
lable worth on thgt trying morning, By the exercise of undaunted
Courage and remarkahle presence of mind he succeeded in carrying
8iX persons to places of safety, and only desisted from his noble
duty when the infliction of Painful burns on his person forced him
to beat a retreat from the building that haq so long been his home,
His record during that brief season of excitement and terrop stamps
him as one of God’s noblest works.

But it was reserved for the firemen of Hook
Nos. 1 and 2 to perform the most conspicnous and daring deeds of
bravery enacted on that dark and eventful morning. Shortly after
the arrival of the truckmen on the scene, and while they were
engaged in raising ladders on the Broadway and M ichigan fronts of
the burning hotel, their attention was called to the fact that a large

number of servant girls were imprisoned in the fifth story, with
all avenues of escape cut off.  Attention wgs immediately turneg
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ice counter chatting with ine
ught himself of his friend and
OWIE, who had retired only a short
the sixth story of the doomed struct-
made all ha te to warn |

were
angled
and laid to

who had charge of the hotel
place in the history of the

mem-
After having arousec

ANEHAN, who, by the

and Ladder Trucks




] HURNIA v THE NEWNALL HOl

where a horrible scene was presented. The pani

eling themselves pressed by the smo

L€ and

1z imbued with the idea that no attempt was
i!-‘i!:;{ mac Lo rescue them, ]::l'i ‘r-r"__rl:':; to make the horrible leg

to the «

arth below, and already ten or more of dead and dying lay
prone on the alley pavement. Foreman Cr RTIN, of Truck No. 2,
shouted to the eirls to remain wher 1i|1"\' were and he would reach
them with a ladder. He then started back to fulfill

his promise.

F--.'-'!ll':l!',- “II MER, 0Ol No. 1. ot I!ri‘ iI:i-- fure I'IIIn'rf\nJ

his men to the roof o what 18 known as
s : . . .

and directed them to span the allev with
the q rs of the imprisoned girls

the first man to reach the roof of the

ling, and with the assistance of Grorce WeL s, an
"E.'!]_'i'l_‘_""'[‘ the Goodyvea Rubbe ]'l‘r.-;:|_|-.'-‘-\, !-[|-|'|r|l|.| to execlte
his foreman’s orders The fireman and his volimteer assistant

deftly handled the long, unwieldy ladder on their lofty perch, and

h

through a window in the servants’ quarters of the hotel, thus

soon the spectators had the satisfaction of seeing one end of it cras

forming a hridg

» over which the ]!'J"_'i'.:'--r:-"‘l ;5__";-'.--'|:|1 cgcape. Une
of them immediately appeared at the window, and Firem:

crept «

heavy woman, and in her fricht she moved

ladder For a moment it seemed to the awe-

i 41 s : 1 e 1.1
* as 1 both the rescuer and his charge would be

dashed fo the earth; but Stavss

5I1‘H'u-n| r'l[lll!] to the emergency and

safi 1}' dle [II'~iFl'-| his i||-|g-':----- burden on the roof of the East Water

street building amid the cheers of those who beheld the brave act.

[t was this thrilling ineident in the eal

ant work of rescue in the alley

that so deeply impressed the spectators as to move them to ginele $

out Sravss for especial favor, althoueh it

o all who wit-
nessed the affair that Srtauvss’ companions performed equally
meritorious acts. Firemen AvLrrED A. SaurH. Jomxs BoRNGESSER,
and G. E. Nopixg, of Truck No. 2, then crossed the

and rescued three or four of the \_r.il;-:_“ wl

frail bridge

1om they found in a se

unconscious state, and with difficulty aroused to a sense of their
dangerous situation.

i’r']'r't'é\"!l'l'_f that the |:|'Hi-l' ll]':*-'l'_f-- was pe !'Ellll':liilli; such excells nt
service, CHARLES HeEypeEr and Joux Ryan, of Truck No. 1, and
(rARRETT GREEN, of Truck No. 2, succeeded in spanning the alley
with a second ladder, over which they crossed, and goon several
more of the trembling eirls were landed in ."-IZ'E“. on the ||Il|[-ll\‘i1i-

"M ‘i'.

The brave firemen did not rest from their labor until il the

girls within their reach had been rescued, when they took up the

ladders and went to work on other parts of the burning building
I""‘:'t'_'lli:.'. CurTIN, of Truck No 2, with the assist of his men,

il!.-‘l_:i'lif:ilf']_‘.' removed the dead from the alley pavement | while

"";Jihll:nll: on the advisabili vy of :'s‘uli']Ji!-i: 1 to save the exte nsion
ladder, the rear wall of the building fell with a thundering crash.
filling the alley with a monstrous pile of brick and rubbish

While the good work was progressing in the rear of the burning

structure, Oscar KLEINSTEUBER. «

of the youngest mbers of

the police force, and who st

pervises the police alarm system,

ascended the fire-escape to th fourth floor on the oadway 1l

1l called { no less than seven womer I men, all of whom h
helped upon the es ape go that they lescend to the street.
He desisted ¢ ::.!_'. when the smoke became so dense | at his own
safety lay in the direction of the fire-escape.

There were many other heroes in the ranks of the Police and
1"5]'!' ]’i‘!J.‘I[‘I!lu'IH*, and algo among li:!' .'I.-'.~'1'1I|F|1"r| C1i1zens, \\]ul_\"'
brave deeds in'that brief hour of peril became lost in the vortex of
confusion and excitement, and will never be recorded \ll honor

to those who [J.‘ll'li»'if':l[r'li in the noble work of ]][.'.-.‘.'1'\::.'__' in the

'.:3---.':11.\' shadow of tottering walls. Their deeds, in the face of
frightful death, entitle them to more than human comn endation




Un the day following the fire the work of searching for the
remains of the lost in the ruins of the burned hotel was commenced

by a laree force of men under direction of Capt. William P,

(’Connor, of the Board of Publie Works. The progress of the

WOTrk was necessarily slow at first, owi

He dabres anid am o o . . :
the debriz and all accumulation of water 1o the it |l|-']"TJ:>'[J‘.

weather also n litated against )perations, N -'l\i.’.].-.'!'.-'|fl_;_-'7f|‘.='r'
dverse circumstances ( ipt. U'Connor carried the work through
» & successful i with o dilirend Fortv-eicht
charred mbered relics of humanity were ex ed and
sent to a he Miller Bloek. orner of Wisconsin stree ind

y :
Bri aaway,

h had been kindly tendered for that purpose by
.\f--~'.~."~‘ vJ'-!rI'I \[..'!!I'i B K. \[||| T. f]['];;.-.:-}'|

1E€1118 ‘I,’I |r|_-.||-|-_-; i‘a_||:!-

were identified as {he remains respectively of David I, Martelle,
Robert Howie, Wi ( " Wiley and Mary Miller. These identifications
reduced the number of bodies to forty-four: and after the physiciang

had made the official ¢ Xxamination for the purposs

noting ana-

cullarities L some future tiy 1e lead to ':.,!,-!_.'jﬁ_

ttn s up print of a humag

W was the dust of a
victim, was rejected, | ed forty-ths

Horace M Brown, M
Perkins, Dentists, condueted the examination of the charred relies
and

t made a full report, which has been filed for preservation Capt.

O’Connor says a dq posit of pure white ash was found around each
body, generally where the limha would have heen had they been

intact. This white ash was an alipost infallible indication of the

¢ of a body. The workm n were taught this by ¢ X perience,

and always proceeded canti

f the unfortunat

o {0 the ]J--_-;rr-.I 1-..1,.|_;.!i”]| of

While delving in the sm mass of crumbled walls and

hes, every article found by the workmen, however s

1all, was

carefully preserved and sent to the Central Police Station. This

wise ecourse enabled nany of the friends and relatives of the

lost to obtain mementos of the lost ones whom death had so

cruelly snatched from them. The collection of exhumed relics

many strange and wonderful freaks of the heat and
Articles of wood and I other perishable
passed tlirough the crue I, while more sub-
hings Wi iound bur in 1 bl
A portion of Postmaster Payne’s library was 1 vered in

fair condition, while dire tly under the pile of volumes the reniains
of an unfortunate were tound charred beyond recognition. Trunks
were removed Illl|:.i"_\ but with contents thoro 1rhly blackened and
water-soaked. The contents of several baskets of champagne were

recovered in _'_"unJ order, but the wicker receptac les had crumbled

to ashes. About a dozen gold walches and a large number of rings
and other articles of jewelry were unearthed. Conspicuous among
the tin .-_},'. ces was that of Judee Geo. Reed It was sadly bat-
ered and minus half the cas On ope the re side tl
IoLlowing 1nscription was revealed eo. Reed, j rojector of
' Railroad, from his friends of Stevens Point,

It Judge Reed’s son claimed
the sad memento The ches of Robert Howie and .

H. Martelle were also recovered and delivered to thei friends.
Amongst the jewelry recovered was a gold signet ring which bore
the inscription, “ Katie to Will, Dee. 25, 1880.” A box of valuable

papers belonging to Wm. E. Cramer. the veteran journalist, was

|||'||I‘.'_’|!'. to licht 11 satislactory _-i|;t[u'. .“‘..':'-{'I:_‘. after the b )X WAS
found man picked up a crumpled document which. on

the othe papers when the box wa rushed
Several Madonnas and rucifixes graced the misce llaneous col-
lection of Une of the former articles emerged from its fiery

aptism in a remarkable ondition; although the frame was charred




o a-ein ler, the enameled pictyra remaiy

nished. Tom Thumb numismatie
tered, as was . videnced by the numeroys

{UiIn and .'.'1.'1_'.-:'
that wers .‘.'ri\'--.'. ,’-!'HI'. the ashes, Most of this class of .'|I1i<']r_'«
found theiy way into th

All the safes bel

.r'!::irl-_r to the fii.‘ll.‘-:

€ pockets of citizens as relics of the fire.

who I.-rI'IJ]JjI-III the first Hoor

were lifted oy of the rubbish, and in OVery instane [.I.r--:'nr!n‘-_‘I|[r~

were found Il pres rved. (Gregt interest was manifested when the
hotel Sale wys

Unearthed, gs it was ] !

oped it would contain th
register book with 18 valuable )is oI guests. Rupi the eager gronmn
which sur anded the grip casket was doom L to disappoi; tment
for when the dooy SWUNE ong t was dis ered it th G
‘-l:l.'.i!i.-' jJ.'I-i not heg S j
I A | q %) o
| |'I | - 1 | I | y |
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On Wednesday, January 23d—just two wee ks from the day ol

the remains of the unidentified vietime
Forest Ilome and Calvary Cemeteries. It
iret proposed to inter them all at theé former place, but in

was at h 5
; ] o frien of & 1 ber « &
compliance with the wishes of the friends of a number of tn

ihe fi were buried with
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solemn ceremonies in

’ { 1 Catholie Church, all the
unfortunates : :
he servant girls roomed,

bodies : |
emblems and other evi-
togetnel ‘ oy

- of that church lor

burial 'wenty of the bodies were 1n this manner designated as
Catholics, and tw nt:\'-t'm‘--‘- as Protestants. ‘ .

Buaginess was gend rally ~‘11~'1u-1u-.il-|! during the day of the funeral,
and many stores and residences were 1|r--1'11-r]_\ draped with the
sombre trappings of woe.

The sky was clear and bright, but the temperature of the atmos-
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At St. John's Cathedral, the congregation o :
immediate friends of the victims of the
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a large number of the more

disaster. the cer monies were the most golemn and pathetic. Above

ver the smaller doors 10 the left and

the main entrance, as W\ :
was a simple arrangement ol

Lhere

the right of the sa red e

and white drapery. This was the only sign upon the exterior

f the building of the sad rites that were being performe
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about with black, and along the walls black and white festoons

reached from window to window. The large chandeliers and the
pulpit were heavily draped, and the chast golemnity of the sane-
tuary was heightened by heavy and elaborate trappings of black.
Extending from the steps of the sanctuary back to the vestibule—
a distance of sixty feet—was the bier. covered with black cloth, on

which rested the coffins, twenty in number, placed two by two,

e altar. The relatives of the dead were nearly

with feet toward tl

all zathered in the front part of the church. Back of them, on both

sides of the center aisle, sat members of ¢ »and military societies,

d banners formin o }'Z'H‘.'..:.'..":.-' featur of the scene

of space in the vast building, except what was kept
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clear by the exertions of thi police, was occupied bhv

mass of requiem was cele-

-}Inluﬂ'.'u‘li-' gpectators. Solemn hi
brated by Monsignor Batz, V. G., assisted by Rev. Father Wein-
man and Father Tucag, the Palestrina Society, comprising a chorus
of about fifty voices, rendering the music. As the ineffably sad
strains of the requiem floated through the sacred building, a tremor
of emotion shook every member of the vast congregation. Women

* the church burst into audible gobs, an 1 among the

'll'_\ eyes. At the conclusion of the mass,

ijss performed the monv of absolution

which Father Matthew, of Racine, pre
He said:

My text for this monrmful occasion will be Ecclesinstes, twelfth chapter,
seventh and eighth verses: * Then shall the dust retum to the earth as it
was: and the spirit ghall return unto God who gave it.” “ Vanity of vani-
ties, saith the preacher; all is vanity.”

Death is one of the cirenmstances attache 1 to life., When we come into
this world we are born under the sentence of death When it comes or
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their own father's fireside talked of home Udish pleasures.
ome. We

mEnres and

Others, with pleasing anti

all have our expectations that the future will re

happiness. So may we suppose was the minds of those slumbering ocen-

xints, on that dread morn, when the peal of alarm burst forth to eall s me to
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Judgment and others to the trying ordeal that awaited them, Imagination
cannot depict @ scene more terrible, and it is hard for the mind of man to
describe it in its reality. In that leap for life death was imminent: bebind

them the most unmereciful element of destruction, The BRI Was rming,

though there terrifiod guests

gave way not to despair. The preservation of
life is an instinet of our nature. By jumping, death was probable; by

I, Certain. How beautiful the teacl

that trying or , faith su | them, an 10 them to
fler tl Vi Cx uman aid appeared to be ng
Kind heart itside sy zed with them, but God alone st
them. On thei 5 ¥ supplicated Heaven’s merey, and in they
drew toge ¢ cross of Christ; in that alone did they look for aid

tion and the life,” savs 8t. John in the

1 me shall have everlasting life.” Animated

and mercy. “1 am t}
\F"n':=:'\]-.-l': he that be
with this idea they threw themselves on the merey of God, and in the words
of Seripture, said : “ Into Thy hands, oh Lord. T « mmend my spirit.” It
appears that the ear of God was not closed to the petition for aid. It
came from a most unexpected source. A brave fireman, strengthened by
the spirit of God, risked his own life. and in a manner familiar to you all,

rescued a number of precious souls,

These, whose bodies lie in the chancel,

their lives, their faith and their trust in God might well tify us in saying

“Oh! Grave, where is thy victors Oh ! Deatl

lowe: f 1 1 1if
We can well sy that this

vent hearts was addressed to t

Lord, according to thy great me ey,

throne of trod: ** Have1 £

The decrees of God were ve rified. Bt. Paul savs to the Hebrews : “1t is
decreed for all men once to die.” They have paid that penalty and in
resignation submitted to that decree, They have left their bodies to us,
which we this day are about to consign to the tomb, Their souls have
returned to the God from whence they came. Their examples and
their lives are still in the memory of those who knew them and cherished
most by those who knew them best. Thoneh gone, yet to us they
shall not be  forgotten. The teaching of our church bids us to hold

their memory in grateful remembrance, so { t every

autiful feature of

be a new prayer, asking for Heaven’s merey.  This b
our religion bids us pray for the eternal reposeé of their souls, The

figured re

15, though not recognizable to the eves of mortals, ve
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searching eye of God. That terrible day will long be

fresh in the minds of l].u'!-l ople of this communits , and their memory shall
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The pall-bearers then removed the remains to the funeral cars.
As the bearers filed slowly out of the church with their burdens
the band outside played a -]f!';:'. and the deep-toned bell in the

steeple tolled a mournful accompaniment,

An immense crowd of people attended the general funeral at the
]":\l_ln-.‘-";[irl.'. building The ground flog I Was 11y packed, d a
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of black cambric were tastefully arranged. The organ wag also

draped, and from roseties long cordong of twisted black

and white hunting hung from the balcony. The platforms were

arranged in two terraces, the upper one for the choir. which con

sisted of the Musical and Arion Societies, and the ] wer one for the
clergy, T}il' ]'-r-:ll'-.'.— of ‘*I:ro-"'.'fmr.-' :'l!.-i ‘.;"]I rmen, and a euard of

T., Al O wWhom wore rosettes rape on :i‘..-_' breasts I'.l'lll-
tributes from a number of citizens oo ipied appro

positions on the circular bier. The principal piece was g

;.'!I';--‘ floral crogg composed of I'OSes, i!:..‘ill'i'|i';.-"'~ and other line
flowers, intermingled with smilax and pampas grass It was

donated by the East Side Market Association. Surmounting the

Cross was a five-pointed star of clustered white immortelles, bordered
with smilax. The emploves of the Telephone Exchange sent a
handgome harp of choice flowers. The pedestal was composed of
ling in a cushion of sn

fine flowers nest ax, and a great number of

roses and rosebuds formed the har The strings of the instrument

were 1mmortelles, and large ca were placed at the extremi-

tes and along the edge of smilax. Two wreaths, from Fred

Vogel, Sr., rested on the lids of the coffins, Pink and white roses,

L
10lets, {i irget-me-nots, honevsue ke

and green leaves woven together,
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a0 BURNING OF THE NEWHALL HOUSE.
of black. On National avenue, near Sixth avenue, the military and
civic societies formed two lines and came to a halt, facing inward.
The catafalques were slowly drawn between the lines, and as they
passed, the escort reverently bowed their heads. The proccssi.on
dispersed at this point and the societies returned to their respective
armories and halls. The pall-bearers, the clergy and the friends
and relatives of the dead accompanied the remains to Forest Home
and Calvary Cemeteries, where the last funeral rites were performed.
At Forest Home Cemetery a simple burial service was held, after
which the coffins were lowered into the ground. The number of
each coffin Wwas called off as it was lowered, as follows: 1,4, 86,7,
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29, 30, 40 and 44.
At Calvary Cemetery Archbishop Heiss conglucted the ceremonies
in :u:{‘nrt]a‘nc{‘ with the Catholic faith. The coffins were numbered
27, 32, 36, 37, 45, 22, 48, 33, 31, 39, 25, 47, 42, 46, 38, 21, 19, 34, 35

and 41,

Lan

T

In AWlemory of the Dead.

Mrs, L. W. Brown,
Mrs, John K, Gilbert,
Mary Conroy,
Mary MeMahon,
Mary McDade,
Mary Anderson,
Outilie Waltersdorf,
Bessle Brown,
Maggie Sullivas,
Augusta Gless,
Bridget 0'Connell,
Julia Fogerty,
Anna Hager,

Kate Linehan,
Julia ¥, Groesbeck,
Lizzie Anglta,
Mary Miller,
Libble A. Chellis,
Nors Fianagan,
Rosa Burns,
Annie MeMahos,
Margaret Owens,
Mary Owens,
Lizzie Kolly,

Jane Dunn,

Ann Casey,
Augusta Trapp,
Kate Monaban,
Amelia Krause,
Maggle Fianegan,
Kate Connors,
Mary Burke,

Martha Schlwssner,
Mrs, Allen Johuson,
Allen Johnson,
Waiter H. Soott,
Thos, B. Van Loon,
David @, Power,
Jedson J. Hough,
Theo. B. Elliott,
Wm. H. Hall,
David H. Martalle,
Robert Howie,
Wiltiam 0. Wiy,
J. Bradford Kellogy,
Richard Goggin,

¢. C. Brown,

Geo. @, Smith,
Judga Geo, .Hr!.‘l'f_.
Capt. Jas, P. Vose,
L. K. Smith,

J. H. Foley,

Prof. B. Mason,
Geo. Lowry,

Just Hask,

W. E. Folmer,
Emil Giesler,

Fred Barker,
Walter Gillon,
William Ghilon,
Danjel Moynahan,
Gust Frederioks,
Ernst Schenbuoher,
C. Kalsay,

Aad others unknown,

Bhey Rest in @od,
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HONORING THE HEROES

On the afternoon of Friday, January 19, the hall of the Cham-
ber of Commerce building was filled to overflowing with spectators
who had been drawn thither to witness a public demonstration in
honor of the brave men whose valorous deeds on the morning of
the fire entitle them to lasting remembrance. Delegations from the
Police and Fire Departments occupied conspicuous pogitions on the
floor of the hall, while their respective chiefs, Wasox and LirrERT,
together with President Freeman of the Chamber of Commerce,
President BausmcaErTNer of the Common Council, Chairman Weiss
of the Board of Supervisors, and Gex. H. C. HoBarr were seated
upon the platform. Hermax F. Stavss and Georce E. WeLLs—
the heroes selecled for especial commendation—and Stauss’ newly-
made wife, his mother and brother, also had positions on the plat-
form, and were for the time the center of attraction.

At precisely three o’clock President Freeman stilled the audience
by a blow of the gavel, and directed Secretary Langson to read the
resolutions which had been adopted by the Chamber of Commerce,
expressing to the brave members of the Fire and Police Depart-
ments their appreciation of the heroism at the Newhall House fire,
where many risked their lives that others might be saved, and set-
ting forth that, as HErMax F. Stauss had exhibited conspicuous
bravery on the occasion, the Chamber of Commerce desired to pre-
sent him with a slight testimonial. Gex. Hosarr, the orator of
the day, then stepped forward and spoke as follows:

On the morning of the tenth of this month, when the people of Milwaukee
looked out from their windows upon the heavens, lit up by the lurid flames
of the burning Newhall, they little thonght that a hundred human beings
were stroggling and perishing in that fire. They little dreamed of the terror
and agony of those imprisoned by the flames, or the fearful danger of those
attempting to escape. Never did a fire-bell in the night presage a calamity
more appalling—hardly in the history of the world, and never before in the
record of this beantiful city. Morning never broke over the Jake upon a
scene so terrible, and God grant that it may never again. The first signal

found a part of the Fire Department engaged in a distant part of the city,
and but two-thirds of the foree were able to respond promptly to the alarm.
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The fire spread with such fearful rapidity that it was not in the power of
man to save the building, and it is a marvel that the skill and bravery of the
firemen were able to confine that sea of flame within the blackened walls of
the hotel. The valuable buildings and the wealth of merchandise now in
the block of that ill-fated house are indebted for their preservation to the
well-directed and fearless work of the Fire Department. The Police were
equally prompt in responding to the first call, and they braved every danger
in the discharge of their duty. There were heroes who deserve immortal
honor: Louis Schrader, with great exposure,.carried a lady from the third
story. FEdward Riemer, A, A. Smith and members of Truck Co No. 1, res-
cued seven persons from the Broadway front. Officer Mathews brought out
Mr. and Mrs, Cramer. Officer Sullivan saved Mr. Hall. Oflicer (/'Brien
awoke and assisted Tom Thumb and his wife to escape. 'Brien and Miles
rescued a lady from the baleony on Michigan street. McManus and Janssen
lowered Elliott and sent him to a carriage, and then carried out James Lud-
ington. Lieut. Rockwood rescued a lady from the flames on the third floor,
and saved another as she dropped from a window. Rockwood, Riemer and
MeManus, with the aid of a ladder, assisted three to escape from the bal-
cony, Oscar Kleinsteuber, with intrepid courage, ascended the escape
on Broadway to the fourth story, and, with a lantern in his hand, fear-
lessly entered the building, and with heroic daring piloted seven persons to
the escape, who descended in safety. Borngesser, Ryan, Smith and Heyder,
with great peril, entered the burning house and rescued five girls, with the
assistance of Green, Riemer and Nodine. I shall now speak of the hero
Herman F, Stauss, and his brave companion, George Wells. Several girls
were seen in the sixth story windows over the alley imploring for help.
Stauss was directed by his chief to take a ladder and go to their assistance,
With an eighteen-foot ladder, he and Wells entered the Frackelton building
and forced their way to the top of the block. Emerging npon the roof, the
brave girls received them with ringing cheers. Poising their ladder within
a foot of the edge of the building, it fell into the window opposite only u few
inches. They called to the girls to come out and prostrate themselves and
move forward by the aid of their hands. Wells held the ladder and Stanss
reached forward and gnided them across. In this manner five girls passed
over to the opposite roof. Hearing cries from the same place, Stauss threw
off hig coat and hat and crossed over into the room where the sioke was
pouring out of the window, and the panels of the door were on fire. Ile
found one girl lyving upon the floor nearly insensible. Lifting her up he
placed her upon the ladder. She grasped the sides with her hands and
refused to move. Stauss stepped from the window on to the ladder, and
with a nerve and heroism unparalleled, passed over the prostrate girl, then
turning and kueeling down, he broke away her clenched hands, and with
superhuman strength raised lLier with his arm, and almost in mid air, over a
yvawning gulf of more than sixty feet, bore her across this [rail bridge in
triumph to a place of safety.
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on Michigan street. It was six stories high, contained three
hundred rooms, and at the time of its construction was considered
the largest and finest hotel in the Woest. The cost of the building
was $155,000, the lot on which it was erected was valued at $50,000,
and the first lessees farnished it at a cost of $70,000. The house,
finished and furnished, therefore represented an investment of
$275,000. The structure was originally surmounted by a shapely
wooden cupola, as is represented in the illustration on the title page
of this book, but shortly after the Chicago fire this was removed in
order to reduce the fire risk. On the 14th of February, 1863, the
hotel had a narrow escape from destruction by fire. The blaze
originated in a room occupied by a newly-married couple, and before
it was extinguished about nine apartments were burned out. In
August, 1865, Daniel Wells, Jr, S. 8. Sherman and C. D. Nash
bought the property. In 1866 the rooms in the upper part of the
stone bank building, on the corner of Kast Water and Michigan
streets, were fitted up for hotel purposes, and the two buildings were
connected by a covered passage of wood, which bridged the alley
on a level with the third floor of the Newhall House. At the same
time, or probably a little later, with a view to facilitating escape
in cuse of fire, the fourth, fifth and sixth floors of ihe hotel were
connected with the bank building. The passage from the fifth
floor of the hotel was nearly on a level with the bank roof,and con-
sisted of a bridge with a hand-rail on each side. A short ladder
connected this bridge with the sixth st ry.  In May, 1869, Messrs.
Wells, Sherman and Nash leased the hotel to John Plankinton for
a term of years, giving him the privilege of closing it if he deemed
best. The public objected to having the house closed and sought a
purchaser for the property. Finally 8. N. Small became the owner
of the hotel, several prominent citizens advancing him 100,000,
taking 100 bonds of 81,000 each as security. The public-spirited
Mr. Plankinton kindly relinquished his lease in the interest of
the movement. In November, 1873, Mr. Small having defaulted
in the payment of the interest on the bonds, the bondholders
arranged with him for the conveyance of the property to
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them. Soon thereafter the Newhall House Stock Company was
formed and the bondholders became stockholders in the asso-
ciation, C. D. Nash being the president and managing officer. In
1874 the Broadway water-main was connected with standpipes on
the north and south end of the building, extending to the sixth
floor. Fire-plugs and hose were attached to these standpipes on
every floor. In 1874 the elevator was put in. The building was
provided with two fire escapes, one on the north end of the Broad-
way front, and the other near the corner on the Michigan street
side, the corridors of the hotel extending to each. On the morning
of January 9, 1880, the structure had another close call. A spark
from the cooking range ignited a wooden ventilating shaft, and four
apartments on the third and fourth floors, on the north end of the
building, were destroyed. Tnstead of replacing the burned rooms,
which had always been considered dangerous, an open court was
substituted for them, reaching down to the office floor, where there
was a skylight. The court was enclosed by brick walls on its east,
north and west sides, and by an iron-sheathed wall on the south.
The corridor running east and west on the north side of the sixth
floor was also provided with a door as a means of exit to the roof of
the rear part of the building, which was only five stories in height.’

The history of the Newhall House covers a period of over a
quarter of a century. During that time it was managed by the fol-
lowing named firms and individuals, in their order, as near as can
be ascertained: Kean & Rice, Rice & Andrews, A. Kingsbury & Son,
Kingsbury & Johnson, Bentley & Son, Groff & Hamlin, Charles
Andrews, Lansing Bonnell and John F. Antisdel. The hotel was
never a paying field for landlords. Many of those who attempted
its management met with heavyloss. The Bentleys, who had made
asuccess of the Walker (now Kirby) House, lost $16,000 in one year
in the Newhall. John F. Antisdel, the lessee of the hotel at the
time of the fire, had the common losing experience. He assumed
the management in May, 1874, and from that time until the fatal
10th of January, 1883, fonght hard, but unsuccessfully, against the
financial difficulties which seemed always to beset the house.

(4]
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