Title: Wells/Norris Family Papers

Call Number: Mss-0782
Inclusive Dates: 1798 — 1966

Bulk: 24.0 cu. ft.

Location: WHS B105-B108 (17.0 cu. ft., Box Ten Missing) (10/18/18)
GV, Sh. 055-056 (7.0 cu. ft.)
OS SM “W” (4 items)

Historical Note: Daniel Wells, Jr. was one of Milwaukee’s most prominent early settlers. He
was born in West Waterville, Maine, in July 1808. He taught school in the east for several years
and also engaged in various mercantile pursuits. In 1836, he settled in Milwaukee and began
building a vast fortune speculating in land, grain, and lumber. He was also politically active. A
Democrat, Wells held several local offices, was a member of the upper house of the territorial
legislature, and served in the U.S. Congress from 1852 to 1856. After his congressional term
expired, Wells devoted the rest of his life to expanding his varied business interests. In addition
to his lumber, grain, and land ventures, Wells was heavily involved with railroads, banking, and
other financial institutions. At the time of his death in March 1902, Wells was reportedly the
wealthiest man in Wisconsin.

Scope and Content: The collection consists of correspondence (primarily letters received by
Wells), ledgers, receipts, reports, deeds, and other records that help detail Wells’ extensive
business interests and political activities. In addition, there is material pertaining to several of
Wells’ relatives and some members of his immediate family, such as his daughter Fannie Wells
Norris, his brothers Charles and John, his son-in-law Charles W. Norris, and his grandson Niel
Norris.

Administrative Note: The collection was reprocessed on August 9, 2004 by Kevin Abing.
SEE ALSO: PHOTOS: MV, SH70

Contents Box # Folder #
Daniel Wells, Jr. Material-General/Miscellaneous

History of the Wells Family in Wisconsin, 1835-1919 1 1
Biography of Daniel Wells, Jr. & Fannie Wells Norris (Duplicate: See 1 2
Unpublished Mss. #285)

\Wells Family Genealogy/Reminiscences of Daniel Wells, Jr., & Others, 1 3
1891-1899

Articles re: Daniel Wells, Jr., by Dorothy Ernst, 1960, 1966

Index of Letters in Wells Collection (Outdated)

Appointments, 1838, 1842, 1853

Correspondence — Business/General, 1833-1839

Correspondence — Business/General, 1840-1841
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Correspondence — Business/General, 1842-1845




Correspondence — Business/General, 1846 1 10
Correspondence — Business/General, 1847 1 11
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — May 1848 1 12
Correspondence — Business/General, June — Dec. 1848 1 13
Correspondence — Business/General, 1849 1 14
Correspondence — Business/General, 1850 1 15
Correspondence — Business/General, 1851 1 16
Correspondence — Business/General, 1852 1 17
Correspondence — Business/General, 1853-1854 1 18
Correspondence — Business/General, 1855 1 19
Correspondence — Business/General, 1856 1 20
Correspondence — Business/General, 1857 1 21
Correspondence — Business/General, 1858 2 22
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — Aug. 1859 2 23
Correspondence — Business/General, Sept. — Dec. 1859 2 24
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — March 1860 2 25
Correspondence — Business/General, April — June 1860 2 26
Correspondence — Business/General, July — Sept. 1860 2 27
Correspondence — Business/General, Oct. — Dec. 1860 2 28
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — March 15, 1861 2 29
Correspondence — Business/General, March 16 — May 1861 2 30
Correspondence — Business/General, June — Sept. 1861 2 31
Correspondence — Business/General, Oct. — Dec. 1861 2 32
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — March 1862 2 33
Correspondence — Business/General, April — June 1862 2 34
Correspondence — Business/General, July — Sept. 1862 2 35
Correspondence — Business/General, Oct. — Dec. 1862 2 36
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — May 1863 3 37
Correspondence — Business/General, June — Dec. 1863 3 38
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — June 1864 3 39
Correspondence — Business/General, July — Dec. 1864 3 40
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — June 1865 3 41
Correspondence — Business/General, July — Dec. 1865 3 42
Correspondence — Business/General, 1866 3 43
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — June 1867 3 44
Correspondence — Business/General, July — Dec. 1867 3 45
Correspondence — Business/General, Jan. — June 1868 3 46
Correspondence — Business/General, July — Dec. 1868 3 47
Correspondence — Business/General, 1869 3 48
Correspondence — Business/General, 1870-1902 3 49
Correspondence — Family — Letters Received, 1828-1846 3 50
Correspondence — Family — Letters Received, 1847-1901 3 51
Correspondence — Family — Letters Sent, 1822-ca. 1888 3 52




Correspondence — Family — Miscellaneous Members, 1833-1884 & 3 53
Undated
Correspondence — Political — Letters Received, 1852-1854 (Congressional 3 54
Years)
Correspondence — Political — Letters Received, 1855-1857 & Undated 3 55
(Congressional Years)
Correspondence — Letters of Introduction, 1851 (one written by Rufus 4 56
King)
Correspondence — Undated 4 57
Envelopes (Empty) 4 58
Essays/Speeches? re: Politics/Government, n.d. 4 59
Library Inventory 4 60
Miscellaneous 4 61
— Notes on the Wisconsin Territory (lowa District), 1836
— Resolution from citizens of Palmyra, Maine, wishing Daniel Wells
best wishes as he relocates to Milwaukee, 1836
— Commission as Lieutenant, 1% Co. of Light Infantry, 4" Regiment,
1% Brigade, 8" Division, Maine State Militia, 1834
— Discharge from 4" Regiment, 1% Brigade, 8" Division, Maine
State Militia, 1837
— Certificate of Membership, Tracy Lodge No. 13, Free & Accepted
Masons, 1851
— Admission Ticket, Banquet for Grand Duke Alexis, 1872
— Address by Wells at close of his school, Fairchild, Maine, 1827
— Address to the Holders of Minnesota State Bonds, 1870
— The Home (A Handbook of General Information), July-Sept. 1876
— Photocopies of front pages of Daily Commercial Letter & Price-
Current, May 14, 1866; Aug. 27, 1866; & Jan. 18, 1867
— Poem, “Old Rosin the Bow,” n.d.
— 4 railroad passes for Daniel Wells Jr. on Milwaukee & Prairie du
Chien, LaCrosse & Milwaukee, Sheboygan & Fond du Lac; and
St. Paul & Pacific
— Last will and testament of Daniel Wells, Jr.
Newspaper Clippings, ca. 1884-1902 4 62
Newspapers (Miscellaneous saved by Wells), 1800-1902 4 63
Daniel Wells, Jr. Business Material Box # Folder #
Accounts, 1846-1899 4 64
Agreements, 1849-1863 4 65
Bank Checks — First National Bank, 1865-1868 4 66
Bank Checks — Juneau Bank, 1860-1862 4 67
Bank Checks — Price, Farmer & Co., 1862-1865 4 68
Bank Checks — Miscellaneous Banks, 1851-1884 4 69
Bank Documents — Miscellaneous, 1856-1869 4 70




Bank Notes — List of Notes Discounted by Chicago Banks, 1883 4 71
Bonds Bought, Dec. 1, 1898, to Feb. 2, 1899 4 72
Business Agreements, 1832-1837 4 73
Business Records, 1836-1859 4 74
Business Records, 1860-1877 4 75
Business Records, 1884, 1886, 1891, 1897-1898 4 76
Business Records, 1899-1900 4 77
Court Cases, ca. 1883 (Daniel Wells, Jr. vs. Peter McGeoch and Helen 4 78
Hawley, et al vs. John H. Tesch, et al — Wells, Brigham & Upham,

attorneys)

Drafts/Notes, 1848-1867, 1887, 1890 5 79
Financial Summary/Inventory of Daniel Wells, Jr., as of Feb. 10, 1898 5 80
Green Bay Bank — Stock Receipts & Transfers, 1856-1865 5 81
Land Contract with Forest Home Cemetery, 1881 5 82
Legal Documents, 1828-1856, 1878 5 83
Maine Accounts (Accounts of William Smith & Sam Lang), 1822-1832 5 84
Map (Sketched) of T12N, R18E, n.d. 5 85
Note of Protest on Refusal to pay Bank Note, 1852-1868 5 86
Promissory Notes, 1835, 1857-1887 5 87
Promissory Notes With Consignment of Judgement to Alex. Mitchell, 5 88
Juneau Banks, 1847-1867

Property Records — Taxes, 1844-1877 5 89
Property-Related Documents (Deeds, Leases, Land Contracts, etc.), 1832- 5 90
1839

Property-Related Documents, 1840-1849 5 91
Property-Related Documents, 1850-1859 5 92
Property-Related Documents, 1860-1868 5 93
Property Records — Diagram of Farm Lands in T28N, R1E, and T29N, 5 94
R2E, n.d.

Property Record- Sale of House at Grand Ave. & 19" St., 1884 5 95
Receipts, 1842-1856 5 96
Receipts, 1857-1861 5 97
Receipts, 1862-1864 5 98
Receipts, 1865-1902 6 99
Southern Minnesota Railway Co. Documents, 1856-ca. 1867 6 100
Statements & Paid Accounts, 1867, 1869 6 101
Trip to England (Representative to Industrial Exposition), 1851-1852 6 102
Wauwatosa Farm — Accounts/Inventory, 1889, 1900 6 103
Wells & Co. — Bank Statement, 1868 6 104
\Wheat Records, 1860-1861 6 105
\Wheat Records, 1861 6 106
\Wheat Records, 1862 6 107
\Wheat Records, 1868-1869 6 108
\Wheat — Business Records, 1847-1861 6 109




Fannie Wells Norris Material (Daughter of Daniel Wells) Box # Folder #
Advertisements for Girls’ Schools, 1856 6 110
Correspondence, 1870, 1907, 1929, & Undated 6 111
Diary, 1868-1869 6 112
Quotation Book, 1901 6 113
Recipes, ca. 1893-1905 6 114
Scrapbook, ca. 1898 6 115
\West End Book Club, 1888-1902 6 116
Charles W. Norris Material (Son-in-law of Daniel Wells) Box # Folder #
Canceled Checks, 1861-1901 7 117
Correspondence — Business/General, 1876-1908 & Undated 7 118
Diaries, 1880-1911 7 119
Financial Account Books, 1879-1900 7 120
Miscellaneous Business Records, 1880-1904 7 121
Daniel W. (Niel) Norris (Grandson of Daniel Wells) Box # Folder #
Notes, 1898-1908 7 122
Scrapbook, 1896-1902 7 Loose in box
Charles K. Wells Material (Brother of Daniel Wells) Box # Folder #
Correspondence — Family — Letters Received, 1841-1848 7 123
Correspondence — General — Letters Received, 1842-1884 7 124
Miscellaneous 7 125
John M. Wells Material (Brother of Daniel Wells) Box # Folder #
Correspondence, Misc. Material 7 126
Greenleaf D. Norris Material (Father of Charles W. Norris) Box # Folder #
Miscellaneous Material 7 127

— Diary, 1819-1820

— Stock Certificate-Milwaukee Industrial Exposition Association,

1881

— Receipt for funeral expenses of George W. Norris, 1857
Norris Family (Miscellaneous Material) Box # Folder #
Land Deeds, 1798-1812 7 128
Miscellaneous Documents 7 129

— Bills of Sale for Sloop “Ruby,” 1800-1808

— Promissory Notes, 1815

— Liquor License, 1813, 1815
Daniel Wells Jr. Material Box # Location
Account Book: Wells in a/c with Greene & Button, Sept. 1860-June 1861 7 Loose in box




Manitowoc, 1835

Account Book: Borgh & Oakes? in a/c with Wells, Aug. 1859 7 Loose in box
\Wisconsin Marine & Fire Insurance Co. in a/c with Wells, 1840-1845 7 Loose in box
Account Book: Wells & Hohman in a/c with D. L. D. Huntington, July 7 Loose in box
1845

Account Book: Wells? in a/c with Nazro & King, July 1845 — April 1846 7 Loose in box
Account Book: Wells in a/c with Ogden & Metcalf, Jan. — July 1846 7 Loose in box
Account Book: Harvey Terry in a/c with Wells, June 1859 — May 1861 7 Loose in box
Account Book: Price Bros. & Co. in a/c with Wells, Nov. 1862 — July 7 Loose in box
1864

/Account Book: Price Bros. & Co. in a/c with Wells, Aug. 1864 — Sept. 7 Loose in box
1865

Account Book: Wells & Hohman in a/c with Shepard & Bonnell, July 7 Loose in box
1845 — Jan. 1846

IAccount Book: Wells & Hohman in a/c with Cunningham, July 1845 — 7 Loose in box
March 1846

Account Book: Wells & Hohman in a/c with Harriman & Allen, June 7 Loose in box
1845 — Apr. 1846

Account Book: Wells & Hohman in a/c with A. F. Clarke, July 1845 — 7 Loose in box
April 1846

Account Book: Bradley & Metcalf in a/c with Wells & Hohman, July 7 Loose in box
1845 — Mar. 1846

Account Book: Wells & Hohman in a/c with Blair, July 1845 — April 7 Loose in box
1846

Account Book: Wells? in a/c with Cogswell, Nov. 1845 7 Loose in box
Account Book: Ludington & Co. in a/c with Wells, n.d. 7 Loose in box
Account Book: Vank of Wisconsin in a/c with Chas. A. and A. Grignon?, 7 Loose in box
1837

Accounts due Wells, 1832-1836 (4 vols.) Loose in box
Bank Account Book: Wells in account with Caldwell, Whitney & Co.’s 7 Loose in box
Bank, June-July 1859

Bank Account Book: Wells in account with Parker Paine, St. Paul, Aug.- 7 Loose in box
Sept. 1859

Bank Account Book: Merchants Bank in a/c with Wells, 1862 7 Loose in box
Bank Account Book: Alexander Mitchell, Secretary in a/c with Wells, 7 Loose in box
1850-1853

Bank Account Book: Wisconsin Marine & Fire Insurance Co. in a/c with 7 Loose in box
Wells, Sept. 1847 — Oct. 1850

Canvas for Agent in 1% Ward (list of names), ca. 1847 7 Loose in box
Cash Journal, May 20, 1845 — April 22, 1846 7 Loose in box
Field Notes of Fond du Lac Road from West Bend North, Miscellaneous 7 Loose in box
Survey, ca. 1837-1840

Guest Book, 1964-1966 7 Loose in box
Index of Names, n.d. 7 Loose in box
Journal/Account Book: Survey of Fox River, Lake Winnebago, & 7 Loose in box




Journal of the House of Representatives, of the Second Legislative 7 Loose in box
Assembly of Wisconsin, 1839

Land Deals, from Blocks 213 to 313 (Milwaukee?), n.d. 7 Loose in box
Lots Sold, 1847/Fees collected (as Notary Public?), 1842-1843 7 Loose in box
Map Book of Milwaukee Lots (Cut up Lapham map?), ca. 1847 7 Loose in box
IMiscellaneous Account Book, 1839 7 Loose in box
IMiscellaneous Account Book, ca. 1839-1840 7 Loose in box
Miscellaneous Account Book, 1841-1843 7 Loose in box
Notary Public Docket, 1842-1845/Account Book, ca. 1860-1864 7 Loose in box
Rent Receipts, 1887-1901 7 Loose in box
Tax Lots & W. W. Gilman Lots in Milwaukee, 1838-1846 7 Loose in box
Books (17 cu. ft.) WHS, Sh.|8105-8108
Scrapbooks Location
Scrapbook circa 1885 GV 055 Loose on Shelf
Oversize ltems Location

Deed for land between Solomon Juneau, Josette Juneau, & Morgan L. OS SM “wW~”
Martin and Daniel Wells, Jr., 1836

Nomination and Appointment Certificates naming Daniel Wells Justice of OS SM “wW~”

the Peace in Milwaukee County, 1836

Certificate appointing Daniel Wells Justice of the Peace, Somerset OS SM “W~”
County, Maine, 1833

Certificate appointing Daniel Wells Notary Public, Milwaukee County, OS SM “W~”

1845




