
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Title: Second Ward Savings Bank 

 

Reference Code: Mss-1854 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1855 – 1934  

 

Quantity: 9.51 cu. ft. total 

 

Location:  GV, Sh. 61 (4.5 cu. ft.) 

  WH (5.0 cu. ft.) 

  OS SM “S” (1 item) 

 

Abstract: The Second Ward Savings Bank on the corner of West Kilbourn Avenue and North 

Third Street, an elaborately detailed neoclassical revival structure, was completed in 1913 after 

two years of construction. An early financial institution, the bank was incorporated in 1855 and 

reorganized in 1866. Its board members included the famous brewers, Phillip Best, Valentine 

Blatz, and Joseph Schlitz, which led to the bank’s moniker, the “Brewers’’ Bank.”  

 

The First Wisconsin National Bank purchased the building in 1928 and continued a long tradition 

of banking service for another 37 years. In 1965, First Wisconsin turned the building over to 

Milwaukee County to serve as a center for the study of local history and a headquarters for the 

activities of the Milwaukee County Historical Society.  

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of correspondence, scrapbooks, and blueprints of the 

bank prior to it becoming the Historical Society.   

 

Access and Use: No restrictions 

 

Language: English 

 

Notes: Processed By: Nicholas L. Neylon - May 21, 1992; added to & finding aid re-typed by 

Mike Reuter July 13, 2006 

 

Arrangement:   

 

Folder Heading Box # Folder # 

Blueprints and Plans (1 of 10) 1 1 

Blueprints and Plans (2 of 10) 1 2 

Blueprints and Plans (3 of 10) 1 3 

Blueprints and Plans (4 of 10) 1 4 

Blueprints and Plans (5 of 10) 1 5 

Blueprints and Plans (6 of 10) 1 6 

Blueprints and Plans (7 of 10) 1 7 

Blueprints and Plans (8 of 10) 1 8 

Blueprints and Plans (9 of 10) 1 9 



Blueprints and Plans (10 of 10) 1 10 

Specifications - Second Ward Savings Bank 1 11 

Building Permits 1 12 

Miscellaneous 1 13 

   

CORRESPONDENCE   

Bank of America, New York 1 14 

Bank of Iola (WI) 1 15 

Bank of Kaukauna (WI) 1 16 

Bank of Luxemburg (WI) 1 17 

Bank of Monticello (WI) 1 18 

Bank of Toronto, Canada 1 19 

Citizens Bank of Monroe (WI) 1 20 

Citizens Bank of Kenosha (WI) 1 21 

Commercial Bank, Iron Mountain (MI) 1 22 

Commercial Bank, Menominee (MI) 1 23 

Equitable Trust Company of New York 1 24 

Farmers and Merchants Bank, Menomonee Falls (WI) 1 25 

Farmers and Merchants Bank, Muscoda (WI) 1 26 

Farmers and Merchants Savings Bank, Luck (WI) 1 27 

Farmers and Merchants State Bank, New Ulm (MN) 1 28 

Farmer’s Bank, Milton Junction (WI) 1 29 

Farmer’s State Bank, Minong (WI) 1 30 

Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago (IL) 1 31 

First and Security National Bank, Minneapolis (MN) 1 32 

First National Bank, Marinette (WI) 1 33 

First National Bank, Menasha (WI) 1 34 

First National Bank, Neenah (WI) 1 35 

First National Bank of Joliet (IL) 1 36 

First National Bank of Marquette (MI) 1 37 

First National Bank of Marshfield (WI) 1 38 

Fletcher American National Bank of Indianapolis 1 39 

Fort Atkinson Savings Bank (WI) 1 40 

German American Bank, New York 1 41 

Jefferson County Bank, Jefferson (WI) 1 42 

Kendall State Bank (WI) 1 43 

Kilbourn State Bank (WI) 1 44 

Kraft State Bank, Menomonie (WI) 1 45 



Lancaster State Bank (WI) 1 46 

Manitowoc Savings Bank (WI) 1 47 

Maribel State Bank (WI) 1 48 

Mellen State Bank (WI) 1 49 

Memphis, TN - Board of Education 1 50 

Minneapolis Clearing House Association                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               1 51 

Misc. Bank (WI, MI, MN, and IL) 1 52 

Montfort State Bank (WI)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             1 53 

National City Bank of New York 1 54 

National Commercial Bank, Madison (WI) 1 55 

Check Book Ledger: 1890-1915 1 Loose in Box 

Neenah State Bank (WI) 2 56 

Northwestern National Bank, Minneapolis (MN) 2 57 

Nunn and Bush Shoe Company 2 58 

Scandinavian American National Bank, Minneapolis (MN) 2 59 

Security Bank, Necedah (WI) 2 60 

Security National Bank, Minneapolis (MN) 2 61 

State Bank of Commerce, Minneapolis (MN) 2 62 

State Bank of Independence (WI) 2 63 

State Bank of Knapp (WI) 2 64 

State Bank of La Crosse (WI) 2 65 

State Bank of Luck (WI) 2 66 

State Bank of Mt. Sterling (WI) 2 67 

Union National Bank, Louisville (KY) 2 68 

Prosperity Handbooks 2 69 

Second Ward Savings Bank Souvenir Booklet 2 70 

“Milwaukee Historical Advertising’ (2 copies)                                                                                                                                                                2 71 

“Milwaukee Historical Advertising” Sketches (26 items) 2 72 

   

Correspondence, 1938-39 (Safety Deposit Box Correspondence) 3  

   

SCRAPBOOKS/LEDGERS  

#1: Clippings re various Milwaukee Banks, 1912                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       GV, Sh. 061 



#2: Clippings re various Milwaukee Banks, 1912-1915 GV, Sh. 061 

#3: Clippings re various Milwaukee Banks, 1914-1916 GV, Sh. 061 

Advices of Letters of Credit Ledger, 1904-1913 GV, Sh. 061 

Building & Construction Ledger, 1894-1919 GV, Sh. 061 

Safekeeping Register, 1927-1936 GV, Sh. 061 

Daily Statements of Condition for the Year 1913 GV, Sh. 061 

Daily Statements of Condition for the Year 1918 GV, Sh. 061 

Daily Statements of Condition for the Year 1920 GV, Sh. 061 

Signatures, #20,919-25,005 (1884-1886) GV, Sh. 061 

Signatures, #76646-80645 (1911-1912) GV, Sh. 061 

Loan Register, 1880s-1909 GV, Sh. 061 

Old Signatures, no date GV, Sh. 061 

  

OVERSIZE ITEMS  

Certificate showing the bank as a contributing honorary member of the 

Wisconsin National Guard, 4th Infantry, Undated 

OS SM “S” 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 


