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Abstract: David S. Rose was born in Darlington, WI, in 1856. There, he studied law and 

practiced with his father. He served as mayor of Darlington (1883-1884) and Lafayette County 

judge before moving to Milwaukee. He unsuccessfully ran for the city attorney’s office in 1890, 

but he was elected mayor of Milwaukee in 1898 and served from 1898-1906 and 1908-1910. His 

administration was tainted by widespread corruption and the promotion of Milwaukee as a 

“wide-open town” that tolerated prostitution, gambling and late-night saloons. Rose ran again for 

mayor in 1924 but lost the election to Socialist Dan Hoan. Rose passed away in August 1932. 

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of newspaper clippings, speeches, reports and other 

ephemera related to Rose’s career as Milwaukee mayor. 
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Arrangement: 

Folder Heading Box # File # 

Pictures of David Rose (from newspapers) 

− Aug. 21, 1902 newspaper clipping… 

− Jan. 7, 1911 Milwaukee Journal clipping headed “Snapshot of 

David S. Rose and bride.” 

− 1924 Picture on campaign card, attached to “Announcement of the 

candidacy of David S. Rose.” 

− No date Milwaukee Journal clipping “from Milwaukee Album.” 

By Bob Taylor.  “August Gawin, Frank Schutz and The late David 

Rose, Then Mayor.” at the State Fair 

1 1 

Speeches and Articles, 1903-1924 

− Jan. 27, 1903 Typed copy from Milw. Journal.  “The Mayor’s 

Veto of Teachers Salary.” 

− Apr. 21, 1908 Typed from Common Council Proceedings 1908-

1909, p. 9.  From message of Mayor Rose – “Grade Crossings in 

Northwest Section.” 

− Sept. 14, 1908  Typed from Common Council Proceedings 1908-

09 p. 652.  Communication from Mayor Rose on matters to 

consider for next budget – street lighting, bridges, schools, 

1 2 



  

autatoriums (?), street paving, garbage, crematories, Milw. River 

channel for ships, harbor improvements, police station, courts. 

− 1923 quotes from the True Democrat – various issues – on “What 

David S. Rose said about LaFollett.” 

− 1923 – Flyer – “Rose flays LaFollette.” 

− Mar. 7, 1924 “Notes from Rose campaign meeting at Pabst 

Theater” 9 p. line.  Arranged in scenes.  Appears to be a farce. 

Anti-Rose Material 

− May 10, 1915 Davis S. Rose Bankruptcy petition. 

− Dec. 2, 1906 Typed from Milwaukee Free Press “Record of graft 

trials to date” – 2 copies. 

− No date on any of the following, although they appear to be 

articles used in the 1924 mayoral campaign: 

o 1.  “Read from the final report of the Grand Jury in the 

‘Good Old Days’.”  Discusses Nov. 1904 when Rose 

apparently attempted to recruit city employees into an 

organization called “The City Democracy” using coercion.  

Article suggested this was Rose’s way of securing funds 

for his political interests. 

o 2.  “Rose Deficits.”  Lists 8 financial deficits when Rose 

left office.  4 copies. 

o 3.  “News features of service since 1910”  A two-page list.  

3 copies. 

o 4.  “Asphalt Pavement laid in City of Milwaukee 1913-

1923 inclusive” from City Engineer’s Dept. Feb. 12, 1924.  

Lists number of square yards laid. 

o 5.  “Rose-Y Times for Tax Payors.”  Article urging voters 

not to give Rose another change to create deficits.  2 

copies. 

o 6.  “Protect Your Water Works.”  Article urging voter not 

to give Rose another chance to put City in debt with bond 

issues.  Hoan opposed Rose’s plan.  Also sheet giving 

statistics on bonds and typed poster for Hoan. 

1 3 

Miscellaneous 

− No date – Signed petition (3) for replacement of Patrolman Brost, 

who was on duty at McKinley Park Bath House and beach. 

− No date – “City Building Operations.”  Lists average amounts 

spent by Mayors Rose, Becker, Seidel, Bading, and Hoan. 

− No date – Inspector of Buildings Dept.  “Fees collected 12 years” 

1912-1923.  Lists year, fees, expenses, dr. bal., cr. Bal 

− Membership Card, Rose Precinct Committee 1908 

1 4 

Inspector’s Reports of Mayor Rose, 1891-1901 

− Instruction sheet for Rose’s election inspectors. 

− Lists of inspectors, clerks, and ballot clerks with their addresses, 

arranged by Ward and precinct: 

o 1891 Wards 1-18 

1 5 



  

o 1892 Wards 1-18, no addresses 

o 1893 Wards 1-18 

o 1894 Wards 1-18 

o 1895 Wards 1-18 

o 1896 Wards 6,8,11,12,15 – scattered precincts 

o 1896 Wards ___-21 (2 copies) 

− 1899 Nominations for First Ward only. 

− 1900 Wards 1-21 (2 copies) First copy is missing Ward 11.  Also 

scattered copies of nominations or lists for Wards 1, 3, 10, 11, 12, 

13, 14, 16, 18. 

− 1900 Republican county committee lists of recommendations by 

Ward and precinct.  Aug. 31, 1900 

− 1901 Wards 1-23 

− No date Wards 2-6, 8, 11, 15, 17, 19-21 

− No date Nominations for Second Ward 

− No date Nominations for Fourth Ward 

− No date Nominations for 5th Ward 

− No date Nominations for 6th Ward 

Inspector’s Reports of Mayor Rose, undated 

− No date Ward 8 

− No date Ward 9 

− No date Nominations for 17th Ward 

− No date Ward 19 

− No date Nominations for 20th Ward 

1 5A 

Bankruptcy Petition, 1915 1 6 

Newspaper Clippings, 1894-1910 

− Sept. 1894 “Rose is nominated.  Choice of Fourth District 

Democratic Congressional Convention.  Work of the Convention.”  

Milw. Journal. 

− Oct. 6, 1894 “Mr. Rose Aided Labor.  Beneficial legislation which 

he was instrumental in getting passed in 1893.” 

− Dec. 29. 1896. An appeal for citizen support, especially 

businessmen, for a celebration of the “Semi-centennial anniversary 

of the admission of the State of Wisconsin into the Union.”  

Solicits subscription to the capitol stock of the Semi-centennial 

Exposition Company. 

− Mar. 14, 1898.  Milw. Leader.  “Rose means defeat.  Charles T.W. 

Maas, fusion candidate for Alderman, says organized labor 

opposes Rose.”  Article spells his name INASS. 

− Mar. 14, 1898. Milw. Leader.  “Before the Convention, How the 

Situation appears at Noon today.  Rose to lead on first 

ballot…speculation as to the rest of ticket.” 

− Mar. 17, 1898. Milw Leader.  “Rose is congratulated.  Democratic 

candidate for Mayor hearing from many friends.” 

− Mar. 23, 1898. Milw. Leader.  “Will turn them out.  Rose promises 
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to make as clean a sweep as possible.  His policy if he is elected.  

Both Democrats and Republicans hold a number of 

meetings…candidate gender talks in German-political notes.” 

− Mar. 31, 1898. Milw. Leader. “A Budding Rose Indeed.  Babe 

named in honor of Democratic candidate for Mayor…Mr. & Mrs. 

John Stegbauer of 529 Grand Ave. give Mr. Rose’s name to 

firstborn.” 

− Mar. 31, 1898. Milw. Leader. “Rose Sues the Germania…Libel 

alleged against it…objectionable article was published Monday.”  

Alleges that Onyx company was organized for swindling and that 

Rose was chief promoter. 

− April 6, 1898. “L[sic]Follette Men Happy.  Greatly encouraged by 

the results of Milwaukee’s election.”  Take credit for defeat of 

Geuder.  Pictures – Rose, Wm. Bollow, John R. Wolf, Carl Runge. 

− April 9, 1898. “Hugh Ryan, Mayor-Elect Rose’s Advisor.  Maybe 

called on to take position of City Corporation Counsel.  Picture. 

− April 9, 1898. Milw. Journal.  “William Jennings Bryan to David 

Simpson Rose.  The man who ran for President sends Greetings to 

Milwaukee’s new mayor.”  Facsimile of message before it was 

telegraphed. 

− April 12, 1898.  “Wife of the Mayor-Elect.”  Picture with caption. 

− Aug. 22, 1898. “Mayor David S. Rose of Milwaukee.  [If] 

Milwaukee plans do not miscarry he will be the central figure of 

the Democratic State Convention.” 

− Oct. 18, 1898. Milw. Journal.  “FUTURE HISTORY OF THE 

GREAT REPUBLIC.  Mayor Rose of Milwaukee Speaks about it 

at the Chicago Peace Jubilee.  Picture on back – full length! 

− Oct. 19, 1898. “MAYOR ROSE MAKES A HIT IN CHICAGO.  

His Speech at the Peace Jubilee catches his audience – a triumph 

for his rhetoric.” 

− Nov. 3, 1898. MAYOR ROSE’S CHARGE.  Thinks the Merrimac 

was Sunk at Santiago to hide a Government Job.”  Speech at 

Sheboygan. 

− Nov. 15, 1898. Milw. Journal.  “MAYOR ROSE REPLIES TO 

HIS CRITICS.”  Letter to the Editors.  Objects to Sentinel article 

saying that Rose called Pres. McKinley a “blatant demagogue.”  

Also denies that he attacked Adm. Simpson and Lt. Hobson on 

sinking of the Merrimac. 

− Nov. 23, 1898. Milw. Journal.  “LEAVES IT TO CITIZENS.  

Mayor Rose writes to Merchants and Workingmen’s 

organizations.  Chicago papers think Milwaukee is Solving the 

Street railway problem.  Interviews with citizens – The City’s 

rights not guarded originally.”  Letters ask organizations for 

cooperation in settling dispute with Street Railway Co. 

− Dec. 12, 1898.  Milw. Journal.  “MAYOR ROSE ISSUES CALL 

TO BUSINESS MEN.  Proposes to hold meeting to devise plans 



  

for deeping of Milwaukee Harbor.” 

− Dec. 13, 1898.  Milw. Journal.  “MAYOR ROSE’S 

SUGGESTION RECEIVED WITH FAVOR.   Businessmen 

believe that prompt measures should be taken to improve 

Milwaukee Port Facilities.” 

− 1898 n.d. “THE CITY SWEPT BY DAVID S. ROSE.  Fusion 

candidate for Mayor runs far ahead of his ticket and gets 8,000 

plurality.  Democrats and Populists control Council and County 

Board – defeat of Starkweather, Rudolp Weiher, Niezorawski and 

Okerskausor.” 

− Jan. 25, 1899.  “MAYOR ROSE PROPOSES A PLAN TO 

RELIEVE THE CITY TREASURY.”  Letter from Rose – City 

Solvent – Previous admin. unlawfully diverted special funds – city 

always spent taxes before collected – gives his ideas to help out.” 

− Jan. 26, 1899.  “MAYOR ROSE PROPOSES A PLAN TO 

RELIEVE THECITY TREASURY.”  Letter from Rose – City 

Solvent – Previous admin. unlawfully diverted special funds – city 

always spent taxes before collected – gives his ideas to help out. 

− Feb. 10, 1899.  “READING RIOT ACT TO COMMISSION.  

Mayor Rose calls attention of Civil Service Board to its errors – 

No right to limit ages.” 

− Feb. 15, 1899.  “HARD BLOW DEALT AT ALL LOBBYING.  

Mayor Rose disapproves of the plan to send alderman to Madison.  

Vetoes the Resolution appropriating $300 for their expenses.  Says 

members of Legislature from Milwaukee can care for its interests.” 

− Mar. 24, 1899.  “HOUNDING MAYOR ROSE.  Like Gov. 

Seofield he is not forgiven by the Corporation organ.”  Sentinel 

vicious. 

− Jan. 25, 1900.  “MAYOR ROSE ANSWERS CHARGE OF 

CONSPIRACY.  He will begin a libel suit against the Sentinel for 

damages in sum of $100,000.  Resu__ of publication alleging 

conspiracy with street railway company to secure his election.” 

− Feb. 10, 1900.  “COUNCIL WARNED BY THE MAYOR.  

Greater care must be exercised in deciding upon issues of city 

bonds.” 

− Feb. 24, 1900. “WILL GREET THE BOOMERS…Loss of 

Convention not to be attributed to any neglect of theirs.”  A 

convention committee went to Wash. D.C.  Lost convention to 

Kansas City.  One said real reason” Mr. Bryan didn’t want great 

gathering to go into an enemy’s country.”  Never said what 

convention. 

− Feb. 26, 1900.  “MAYOR ROSE MAY NOT RUN NEXT 

APRIL…Little additional to say on how Milwaukee lost 

convention.”  Kansas City made better offer. 

− Mar. 13,1900.  “HARRISON TO ASSIST ROSE.  Will visit 

Milwaukee with the famous Cook County Marching Club.  



  

Milwaukee Democrats preparing a great demonstration on March 

24.” 

− Mar. 13, 1900.  “POLITICS VERY WARM.  Mayor Rose’s 

challenge to debate issues kept standing.  Republican factions are 

both working like beavers for control.  Deonnelly is in line in 

support of Somers for Judge.”  Old ticket renominated. 

− Mar. 13, 1900.  “ATTACH ON MAYOR ROSE.  Report of City 

Civil Service committee made the vehicle. Secretary Doekflinger 

declares that Commission has been assailed.  Recommendations 

for the purpose for avoiding such interference.” 

− Mar. 23, 1900.  “ROSE TALKS TO WORKERS…Speaks at noon 

hour to workmen at Allis shops.  The men..appreciate 4-cent 

fare…audience listens to arguments of the Mayor.” 

− Mar. 26, 1900.  “ARGUMENT IS AVOIDED.  Republican 

campaign speakers dodge…every issue.  Abuse and 

misrepresentation fill all their political harangues.” 

− Mar. 27, 1900.  “WORKINGMEN CHEER ROSE.  Employees of 

the Filer Stowell plant listen to speech…The men reseat [sic?] the 

lies of the opposition in reporting the gathering.” 

− Mar. 29, 1900.  “THE TWO OPPOSING CANDIDATES FOR 

MAYOR.”  Pictures – David S. Rose and Henry J. Baumgaentner 

with captions. 

− Nov. 19, 1900.  Milw. Journal.  “THE MOST ORDERLY CITY 

IN THE UNION.  MAYOR ROSE ON ‘WIDE OPEN’ POLICY.”  

Article written by Rose.  Police not appreciated, city orderly & 

safe, check arrivals for criminals, crime “relentlessly punished.” 

− Feb. 9, 1901.  “REFORM NOW AIMED AT MAYOR ROSE.  

Ministers say there is nothing personal in their movement…Call 

for meeting has been signed by 106 business men.”  Rose won’t 

get special invitation to “mass meeting to inaugurate a movement 

for civic reform.”  Moral tone of city should be raised. 

− Feb. 23,1901.  “ROSE WILL ARREST FORGERS.”  City 

certificates forged. 

− Feb. 26, 1901.  “WILL SEARCH FOR FORGERS.  Mayor Rose 

and Chief Jansse will not drop the case.” 

− Apr. 22, 1901.  “ROSE STARTS THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE.  

St. Vincent’s Bazar (sic) will open at the Exposition…” 

− July 26, 1901.  “ROSE SAYS FISHER SULKED.  Mayor declares 

Past Grant Exalted rules acted unbecomingly…”  Dispute over 

treatment of Elke who came to City for a carnival.” 

− Aug. 3, 1901.  “COUNCIL TO GIVE $100,000.  Mayor calls 

special meeting to receive Harbor Committee’s report.  Council is 

advised to grant $100,000 to start work.” 

− Aug. 28, 1901.  “MAYOR VETOES ‘L’ ORDINANCE.  IT 

WOULD DO MILLIONS OF DAMAGE.”  Aldermen criticized 

for granting Milwaukee, Burlington and Lake Geneva RR a 



  

franchise to operate on certain Milwaukee streets. 

− Aug. 29, 1901.  “ASPHALT PROBLEM.  Mayor Rose sends 

results of his investigations to Council.” 

− Aug. 29, 1901.  “ROSE MACHINE AT WORK.  Visiting county 

fairs to capture Democratic nomination for Governor.”  Cartoon 

and article. 

− Jan. 4, 1902.  “FOXY QUILLER POLITICS IN PECK CASE.  

The ex-Governor accepts the comptrollership from Mayor 

Rose…A neat little political trick is turned by the Mayor for 

himself.  Business and political friends used influence with the 

appointee.” 

− Jan. 4, 1902.  “MAYOR ROSE WILL BE A CANDIDATE.  John 

Donovan so announces in his public letter today…Mr. 

Donovan…quits attorneyship race.” 

− Jan. 5, 1902.  “TROUBLES OF MAYOR ROSE.  Finds he is not 

only Democrat who wants to get on ticket…Friends of Barney 

Cooke are told that no aid is forthcoming.” 

− Jan. 7, 1902.  “MAYOR ROSE TO TALK TO INDIANA 

DEMOCRATS.”  Jackson Day banquet at Indianapolis. 

− Jan. 9, 1902.  “ROSE MAY WITHDRAW.  Ex-Gov. Peck and 

Henry Hase are talked of for mayoralty.”  ‘Connie’ Corcoran’s 

friends have been holding mysterious conversations.” 

− Jan. 9, 1902.  “HIGH TARIFF AND TRUSTS, SAYS ROSE ARE 

INSEPARABLE EVILS.”  Jackson Day address at Indianapolis. 

− Jan. 12, 2902.  Fur die Germania-Sonntagspost.  “DIE 

VERWALTUNG DER STADT MILWAUKEE.  Abhandlungen 

fur Burger und Steuerzahler, die gerne wissen wollen, wie unsere 

offentlichen Augelegeuheitch geleitet warden und wie die 

verschiedehen Departments zusammenarbeiten. Zum Theit von 

den Beamten selbstgeschreiben.” 

− Jan. 13, 1902.  “SHORT FIGHT SAYS ROSE.  Republicans 

cannot campaign until Democrats names their ticket.  Indianapolis 

men support his views on the policy of the Party.  Mayor should 

have right, he says, to dismiss city officials. 

− Jan. 14, 1902.  “WILL URGE D.S. ROSE.  Democratic 

Committee will ask him to become the Party Candidate for 

Mayor.” 

− Jan. 15, 1902.  “MEETING FOR NAVAL SCHOOL.  

Mayor…asks citizens to meet at City Hall tomorrow.  Concerted 

action, he says, will bring proposed academy here. Bascule bridge 

at Muskego Avenue is also recommended.” 

− Jan. 16, 1902.  “MAYOR ROSE FAVORS GENERAL 

INVITATION TO PRINCE HENRY.” Prince Henry of Germany 

about to make trip to U.S.  

− Jan. 17, 1902.  “MARBLE MEN WILL AID CITY.  W.J. Grant 

promises reasonable support to Twenty-seventh Street Viaduct.  



  

Conference…on right of way.  City Engineer says street railway 

will substantially aid Sixth Street Work.” 

− Jan. 18, 1902.  “ROSE REPLIES TO DEMOCRATS.  Answer to 

the request that he accept renomination is made.”  W.G. Bruce 

won’t disclose it.  Letter tells why Rose should be re-elected. 

− Jan. 20, 1902.  “ANSWERS DEMOCRATS.  Rose will 

accept…Sets forth reasons why he should be given a third term.  

Gossip about candidates for other places on ticket.” 

− Jan. 27, 1902.  “MAYOR URGES CITY’S CLAIM.  Prince Henry 

must be given more time in Milwaukee…Effort made to bring the 

royal visitor to Milwaukee at an earlier hour.” 

− Feb. 6, 1902.  “ROSE HAS A NEW BEE…it sings of Vice-

presidential honors if eastern man heads ticket, Milwaukee man’s 

chances are good. Mayor goes South as guest of Cook County 

Democracy.” 

− Feb. 11, 1902.  “DER HEROLD LOVES ROSE…The editor 

points to an editorial which gives color to the story.” 

− Feb. 17, 1902.  “ROSE HOME ONCE MORE.  Mayor of 

Milwaukee is highest honor he seeks…Talks of recent trip through 

the South. 

− Feb. 17, 1902.  “NEW DAY IN POLITICS…Powers favor Olwell 

and Banaszynski for office.  Question of attitude of the parties 

toward Judgeship is vital.” 

− Feb. 28, 1902.  “HASE FOR TREASURER…Mayor Rose is after 

him.” 

− Mar. 3, 1902.  “Democrats will meet.  Candidates for various 

places will discuss situation.  Conference between Rose, Hase, and 

Ald. Graebner.  Social Democrats Place a city ticket…” 

− Mar. 7, 1902.  “SETTLEMENT IS IN SIGHT.  Track depression 

will be discussed with northwestern officials…” 

− Mar. 11, 1902.  “ALDERMEN IN WRANGLE.  Question of 

nationality comes up in City Council.  Mayor’s veto on the 

purchase of voting machines is killed.  Track depression..is 

protested again.” 

− Mar. 14, 1902.  “ROSE NAMED BY ACCLIMATION.  

Democrats choose Mayor to head their ticket a third time.  W.H. 

Graebner is nominated for City Treasurer…”  Picture of Mayor 

Rose. 

− Mar. 17, 1902.  “DEMOCRATS HAVE TICKET.  Polish factions 

put up the hardest battle of the convention…” 

− Mar. 18, 1902.  “ROSE TALKS IN OPEN AIR.  Three hundred 

Filer & Stowell employees hear his arguments…Republican 

platform, he says, makes no charge against administration.” 

− Mar. 21, 1902.  Picture.  “MAYOR ROSE SPEAKING AT 

MEETING TO WORKINGMEN.”  Vilter Co. 



  

− Mar. 24, 1902.  “DEMOCRAT POLICY.  Against dragging the 

judiciary into the filth.”  Rose defends speaking on Sunday. 

− Mar. 25, 1902.  “DON’T SACRIFICE THE CITY OF 

MILWAUKEE FOR POLITICS.  Mayor Rose shows why the 

Democrats should support Judge Tarrant.” 

− Mar. 24, 1902.  “ROSE’S BUSY DAY.  Municipal and not 

political fight before people…supporters of Judge Tarrant were 

justified in the protest they made against a partisan nomination for 

the Judiciary.” 

− Mar. 26, 1902.  “FAVOR TARRANT.  Democratic speakers favor 

the present judge.” 

− Mar. 26, 1902.  “A FREE JUDICIARY.  D.S. Rose scores action 

of the Republicans.” 

− Mar. 26, 1902.  Picture.  “HOME OF MILWAUKEE’S NEXT 

MAYOR.”  Pictures of homes of Maj. C.H. Anson and Mayor D.S. 

Rose. 

− Apr. 2, 1902.  “ROSE GETS THIRD TERM.  His administration 

is endorsed by a record=-breaking plurality.  Council will contain 

eighteen new alderman and will be Democratic.” 

− Apr. 2, 1902.  “POSITIONS TO FILL.  Appointments for Mayor 

Rose to make.”  City engineer, tax commission, public works, 

health, etc. 

− Apr. 23 1902.  “TINY GIRL VISITS THE MAYOR TO OFFER 

CONGRATULATIONS.”  Amanda Stebbins. 

− Apr. 7, 1902.  “ROSE IS PRAISED.  Refused to be carried away 

by boom applauded.”  Presidential boom of Chicago Boosters. 

− Apr. 8, 1902.  “BRUCE IS CHOSEN.  Mayor Rose has him slated 

as Tax Commission.” 

− Apr. 11, 1902.  “MAYOR’S MESSAGE.  City work in every 

branch to be discussed.  Home rule will probably be advocated and 

a statement of facts on the asphalt pavement question will be 

made…” 

− May 8, 1902.  “A.C. CLAS NAMED.  Will have a place on the 

Park Board.”  Successor to W.A. Starke.  Picture of Clas. 

− May 20, 1902.  “MAYOR HAS PLAN.  Will Suggest a 

Temporary Official Paper.”  Because of city printing tangle, Rose 

may recommend that “Some other established paper be declared 

official city medium pending settlement.” 

− June 9, 1902.  “ATTACK ON MAYOR.  Henry Smith arraigns the 

election appointments.  Says election muddles should be aired in 

the Common Council and not in the Courts…” 

− July 9, 1902.  “STRIKING AT ROSE.  Mayor’s friends prepared 

for Wall boom.”  E.C. Wall as Democratic gubernatorial 

candidate. 

− July 25, 1902.  “DROP IN ON ROSE.  Up-state Democrats call at 



  

City Hall.  Louis Lange of Fond du Lac, one of original Rose 

boomers and a candidate for Sec. of State, is in town…” 

− July 30, 1902.  Picture.  “WRECK OF THE WAUKESHA ROOT 

ENGINE.” 

− July 30, 1902.  “DID EMPEROR THINK ROSE INSULTING.”  

William leaves out the Mayor of Milwaukee in awarding his 

decorations.”  Might have been because of Mayor’s comments on 

German form of government. 

− Aug. 1, 1902.  “AS ROSE FIGURES HIS CHANGES.”  His 

thoughts on possibility of beating LaFollette. 

− Aug. 13, 1902.  “ROSE WINS OUT.  Caucuses will name a solid 

delegation for him.  No contest in preliminaries…” 

− Aug. 18, 1902.  Journal.  “Counseling with Mayor Rose.”  

Editorial urging him to decline nomination for governor and 

remain mayor. 

− Aug. 20, 1902.  “TOURING FOR MAYOR ROSE.  Influential 

Milwaukee Saloon Keeper at Work.”  Henry Weher. 

− Aug. 22, 1902.  “MAYOR ROSE GOES TO JAIL.  Milwaukee’s 

Chief executive in toils.  Arrested in Janesville on charge of being 

Mayor of Cream City…  Fined $1 and released.”  Arrested by 

Elks.  Spoof? 

− Aug. 28, 1902.  “TICKET IN DOUBT.  Claim the Rose cannot 

dictate its make-up.” 

− Aug. 28, 1902.  “ROSE ENTHUSIASTS REACHING WIDE.  

Democratic visitor in the city point out how Peck would be the 

Stronger…” 

− Sept. 2, 1902.  “ROSE WOULD LOSE MILWAUKEE MEN 

WHO ELECTED HIM MAYOR.  WILL NOT VOTE FOR HIM 

AS GOVERNOR.” 

− Sept. 2, 1902. Journal.  “HOW THE ROSE CANDIDACY WAS 

MARKED OUT.”  Reviews progression of events from Journal’s 

files. 

− Sept. 3, 1902.  “ROSE’S CLAIMS ARE ALL HOT AIR…  

Milwaukee man’s lieutenants wilt under the pounding given them 

by the boys from the interior. 

− Sept. 4, 1902.  “ROSE IS NAMED FOR GOVERNOR.”  

Milwaukee’s Mayor has more votes on first ballot than 

needed…John Wattawa for Lieutenant-Governor.”  Picture – Rose. 

− Sept. 5, 1902.  “TRIED TO SAVE ROSE – THE BRYAN 

DEMOCRATS.  Rogers, author of national platform resolution, 

makes a sensational statement.  Thousands of Bryan Democrats, 

believing Rose is Bryan’s enemy, will be in LaFollette ranks – 

Roger’s scheme was to keep them in the Democratic line.” 

− 1902, n.d. – “ROSE SAY IT’S FALSE.  Two political stories 

promptly and emphatically denied.” 



  

− Jan. 27, 1903.  Milw. Journal – editorial.  “The Mayor’s Veto of 

Teacher’s Salary.” 

− Feb. 10, 1903.  Milw. Journal.  Comments from different papers 

on Mayor Rose and Asphalt. 

− Jan. 11, 1904.  “A MAYOR’S FRIENDS WOULD FORESTALL 

CONVENTION.  His critics say opposition is anticipated, hence 

the circulation of petitions for his renomination.” 

− Jan. 29, 1906.  “ROSE AND BRUCE ANNOUNCE 

PLATFORMS FOR THEIR FIGHT.  Pictures.  Both want to be 

Democratic candidate for mayor. 

− 1908.  n.d.  “CITY CONSTITUTION FAVORED BY ROSE.  

Mayor has no faith in new charter.” 

− 1908.  n.d.  “ROSE PROPHESIES ABJECT FAILURE.  Charter 

Convention is to come to naught.” 

− Jan. 12, 1908.  “ROSE IN RACE WITH A LONG PLATFORM.  

Formally announces candidacy for Mayor.” 

− Apr. 22, 1908.  “MAYOR ROSE’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

KEYNOTE OF ADMINISTRATION OF NEXT TWO YEARS.”  

Text of address. 

− May 5, 1908.  “ROSE-BANKETT IM HIPPODROM.  Dem 

Burgenmeister wurde Ovation bargebracht.  Demokratie 

yepreisen.” 

− Oct. 17, 1908.  “MAYOR D. ROSE IST ZURUCKGEKEHAT.  R 

heite viele kampaghereden im Staate Indiana.  Ist hoffnungsvoll.” 

− Oct. 23, 1908.  “Eine Intrige gegen Janssen, Jayor Rose gab einige 

interessante Delaiss beuannt.  Schoen sollte helfen.” 

− Dec. 31, 1908.  “MAYOR ROSE 1ST ZUTREIDEN.  Die 

Departmentschefs aber geben ihrem zorn cauten Ansdruck.  Das 

Neue Budget.” 

− July 3, 1909.  “ROSE VERSCHAFST SPEZIALPERMIT.  

Komitee-Mitglieder sind baruber emport.”  Riverview Rolles 

Skating Rink. 

− Sept. 24, 1910.  Frau Rose gestorben.  Gatten des fruheren Mayors 

erlag Leiden.  War sehr lange Krank.” 

− Nov. 11, 1910.  Chicago Daily Journal.  Parts of two sections.  

Front page.  Picture – “Ex-Mayor Rose and his Bridge who was an 

actress.”  Article – “DAVID S. ROSE WEDDING RECALLS HIS 

GAY LIFE.” 

Newspaper Clippings, 1913-1973 

− Apr. 29, 1913.  “Dave Rose im Rathause.” 

− Jan. 6, 1914.  “ROSE IS CANDIDATE FOR A SIXTH TERM IN 

MAYOR’S OFFICE.  Announces…he will enter race this year as a 

nonpartisan.  Lower taxes main issue…opposed to commissions.” 

− Mar. 8, 1914.  Milwaukee Free Press.  What I propose to 

accomplish if elected Mayor of Milwaukee” – by David S. Rose.  

1 8 



  

Picture. 

− Mar. 16, 1914.  “ROSE NOT ELIGIBLE TO SERVE AS 

MAYOR…Evidence that he has completely lost his residence in 

Milwaukee.  Steps to oust him if he is elected.”  Illustrations:  

(1)“Facsimile of Rose’s application for a marriage license, in 

which he said that PawPaw (Mic.) was his home” AND (2) 

“California Court roll in which Rose gave his residence as San 

Francisco. 

− Apr. 4, 1914. Milw. Sentinel.  “ROSE ASKS VOTERS TO 

FIGHT AGAINST REDS.”  Speech against Socialism. 

− Nov. 18, 1914.  Milw. Leader.  “DAVID ROSE FINDS 

GOLIATH POLITICS UNBEATABLE; HE HAS QUIT, HE 

SAYS…Will practice law and stay in Milwaukee.” 

− 1915. n.d.  Milw. Leader. Editorial.  “BRYAN DESERTED.”  

Rose no longer supports him. 

− Aug. 25, 1915.  ‘DAVID S. ROSE ASSETS ARE SOLD FOR 

$18.  Former Mayor has 60,700 shares of mining stock which are 

not taken in bankruptcy case.” 

− May 25, 1917.  “ROSE TIRES OF DELAYS.  Mayor threatens to 

veto ordinances giving Council contract rights.” 

− Jan. 14, 1920.  Wisconsin News.  “DAVID S. ROSE FAVORED 

AS MAYOR.”  Letter to editor from Frank B. Kempsmith.  Other 

reads favor Hoan or City Atty. Clifton Williams. 

− Feb. 19, 1920.  Wis. News.  “ROSE URGED TO ENTER FIGHT 

FOR MAYOR.  Sent a call by Democratic County Committee. 

− Feb. 21, 1920.  Wis. News.  “ROSE PLANS WET FIGHT IF IN 

RACE.” 

− Feb. 23, 1920.  Milw. Journal.  “NOT WINNING HUMOR.”  

Editorial against Rose. 

− Feb. 26, 1920.  Milw. Journal.  “DAVE ROSE IS GOIN’ TO 

PULL BIG SURPRISE.”  Spontaneous outbreaks and everything 

to greet “Five Times Mayor,” Will be big demand for Rose at 

Auditorium at Mitchell-Edwards boxing match. 

− Feb. 26, 1920.  Milw. Journal.  “ROSE A RESIDENT OF NEW 

YORK BY HIS SWORN WORD.  Affidavit in Regard to 

Practicing law in that State.” 

− 1920 n.d.  “WOULD BE MAYOR.  Rose Publicly Announces His 

Candidacy.  He writes a letter and makes a speech outlining the 

policies that he advocates. 

− Jan. 9, 1923.  Wis. News.  “Ad from Securities Dept. of TMER & 

C Co. PROMISING WHAT THEY CAN’T DELIVER.” 

Politicians can’t lower street car fares.  Regulated by State of Wis.  

Urges buying shares. 

− Mar. 30, 1923.  Ad for election of Rose.  “Lower your taxes.  Rose 

for Mayor.” 



  

− Oct. 24, 1923.  Milw. Sentinel.  “DAVID S. ROSE OUT FOR 

MAYOR. Second Nonpartisan in Race Build Campaign on Lower 

Taxes.” 

− Oct. 24, 1923.  “DAVE ROSE COMES OUT FOR MAYOR.  

Seeks return to office…” 

− Dec. 13, 1923.  Wis. News.  “CT. FARE HERE ILLEGAL, ROSE 

CHARGES.” 

− Mar. 8, 1924.  “ROSE THINKS IN TERMS OF HORSE AND 

BUGGY AND FLANNEL PETTICOATS.”  Speech for campaign 

– at Pabst Theater. 

− Mar. 10, 1924.  “Die erster Schulle in der Kampagne.  Rose 

verspricht die ‘guten alte Zeiten’ fur Milwaukee.” 

− Mar. 16, 1924.  “WOMEN ATTACK ROSE’S RECORD.  

Condemn Candidate’s Acts and Utterances in Resolution.”  

Women’s Progressive Association meeting at Gimbel’s. 

− Mar. 23, 1924.  Wis. News.  Ad for Hoan.  “Rose Flays 

LaFollette.” 

− Mar. 24, 1924.  Wis. News.  Ad for Hoan.  “Labor Backs Hoan.” 

− Mar. 25, 1924.  “COLORED BALL PLAN OF ROSE CALLED 

INSULT.”  Ball for colored residents at West Side Turn Hall. 

− Mar. 27, 1924.  Milw. Sentinel.  Full page ad for Non-partisan 

ticket – Rose for Mayor, John I. Drew for Treasurer, Louis M. 

Kotocki for City Comptroller.  Pictures. 

− Mar. 29, 1924.  Milw. Leader.  “What the Christian Church 

Thought of Rose After Eight Years of Office.”  Sermons from 9 

ministers delivered April 5, 190.  Reprinted from the Milwaukee 

Free Press April 6, 1908.  Also reprint of Rose’s reaction to the 

ministerial committee that visited him at City Hall. 

− Mar. 30, 1924. Ad for Rose Candidacy. 

− Mar. 31, 1924.  Wis. News.  Ad paid for by Builders and Traders 

Exchange. Urges public to vote for nonpartisan ticket.  Says “Red 

Flag” and radical Legislation has driven industry and capital from 

Milwaukee. 

− Aug. 9, 1932.  Beerdigung ist in Darlington Der Rose-Leichenzug 

wird riesig Form en annehmen.” 

− July 10, 1962.  Milw. Journal.  “Milwaukeeans Were Leaders in 

Arizona’s Early Copper Days.”  Picture of Mayor Rose.  1906 – 

Twin Buttes, Arizona opening railroad to mining camp.  Rose was 

an owner of Twin Butte Mining Co.  Was at dedication ceremony. 

− Oct. 30, 1963.  Milw. Sentinel.  “Copper Stock Watered Down to 

Nickel.”  Twin Buttes Mining Co. being liquidated.  Lists local 

people who owned shares. Pictures – Rose and Cornelius Corcoran 

“3rd Ward Alderman for Thirty Years.” 

− n.d.  Milw. Sentinel.  Column – Pfister backs Rose.  Railroad 

Workers back Hoan.  2 copies. 



  

− n.d.  Ads to elect Rose – 3 

− n.d. Ad to elect Hoan.  Wis. News. 

− n.d. Flyer against Rose.  “Should a Bankruptcy Head Our City?”  5 

copies. 

− Aug. 1932.  “Hushed Thousands Attend Rites for Ex-Mayor 

Rose.” 

− Aug. 1932.  “Funeral Wednesday.” 

− Aug. 10, 1932.  Wis. News.  “Cronies, Former Foes Bow Heads At 

Rites For Rose.” 

− July 4, 1956.  Milw. Sentinel.  “Man’s Race or Religion Didn’t 

Bother LaFollette.” 

− Feb. 14, 1968.  Milw. Journal.  “Remember When…David Rose 

Campaigned in Style?” 

− Aug. 13, 1970.  Milw. Sentinel.  “Marriage of ‘Merry Widow’ 

Sensation Here 60 Years Ago.” 

− April 18, 1973.  Milw. Journal.  “When Minorities Ruled the 

City.” 

− n.d.  “Fleeting Fancies – A Modern Spartacus.” 

− n.d.  Milw. Journal. “Remember When..Rose Campaigned For 

Mayor? 

Speech: Dreamland, March 1914 1 9 

Correspondence, 1909 1 10 

   

OVERSIZE ITEM LOCATION 

Resolution from Common Council Committee of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

thanking the Mayor and City of Milwaukee for their hospitality, 1900. 

OS LG “R” 

 

 


