Title: Madison, Watertown, Milwaukee and Lisbon Plank Road Company Collection
Reference Code: Mss-0878

Inclusive Dates: 1845 — ca. 1901, 1955

Quantity: 0.5 cu. ft.

Location: BV, Sh. 268

Abstract: On March 1, 1848, the governor of the Territory of Wisconsin approved an
amendment to the Lisbon and Milwaukee Plank Road Company, changing the company’s name
to the Madison, Watertown, Milwaukee and Lisbon Plank Road. Work began in late 1848, and
the 58-mile road reached the bridge at Watertown in 1853. The coming of railroads made the
plank roads superfluous, and it fell into disrepair. In 1887, the Wisconsin legislature transferred
the company from private to public ownership. The firm sold the plank road to Milwaukee and

Waukesha counties in 1901.

Scope and Content: The collection consists of legal and financial documents, surveys, and a file
relating to the transfer of the plank road to Milwaukee and Waukesha counties.

Access and Use: No restrictions

Language: English

Arrangement:

Folder Heading Box # File #
Notices & certificates of Plank Road inspection, 1887-1888 1 1
Licenses, 1882-1889 1 2
Contracts: Plank Road Co. with Milwaukee Light, Heat & Traction Co. 1 3
(T.M.E.R. & L. Co.), 1899

Releases of right of way, 1849-1850 1 4
Agreements with Frederick Miller Brewing Co. (including sketch of area 1 5
discussed), 1880-1898

Agreements with Adam Gettelman Co., 1880-1897 1 6
Quit Claim Deeds, 1887 1 7
Franchise of Rapid Transit Co. & agreements regarding Wauwatosa 1 8
bridge, 1891-1892

Agreements with County of Milwaukee, 1895-1898 1 9
Stock, 1848-1892 1 10
Stock options & indemnity bonds (Daniel Wells, Jr., director), 1867-1894 1 11
Daniel Wells, Jr. farm account & Plank Road account (for bonds & 1 12
options), 1878-1880

Financial statements, 1897-1901 1 13
Legislative material re: Madison, Watertown, Milwaukee & Lisbon Plank 1 14

Road Co. (includes articles of incorporation), 1845-1900




Legislative material re: Madison, Watertown, Milwaukee & Lisbon Plank 15
Road Co., 1845-1900

Correspondence & reports, material relating to internal workings of 16
company, 1848-1897

Abstracts & valuation of plank road, surveys, 1849-1899 17
Transfer of Plank Road Co. to Milwaukee & Waukesha Counties, 1885- 18
1901

Newspaper clippings, 1889-1893 19
Miscellaneous printed material re: historical marker for Watertown Plank 20

Road, 1955




