
Title: Vilter Manufacturing Corporation Collection  

 

Reference Code: Mss-1945 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1892 – 1992    

 

Quantity: 4.0 cu. ft. total 

 

Location:  WC, Sh. 022, 024-025 (3.2 cu. ft.) 

  RC24, Sh. 010-011 (0.8 cu. ft.)    

 

Abstract: The roots of the Vilter Manufacturing Corporation began in 1867 when Peter Weisel 

established a small machine shop in Milwaukee. In 1879, Ernst Vilter became a partner. By the 

1880s, the company broadened its product line to include Corliss engines, refrigerating equipment 

and brewery equipment. Weisel retired in 1893, and the stockholders changed the business name 

to the Vilter Manufacturing Company. In the early 20th century, the company produced air 

conditioning equipment, large pre-cooling plants and more efficient compressors, and during 

World War II, Vilter produced 105mm howitzers. In 2009, Emerson acquired Vilter, but it remains 

one of the country’s leading producers of compressors for industrial refrigeration and gas 

compression.   

 

Scope and Content: Some areas of special interest in collection are: New Deal/Depression Era 

Reconstruction Finance Corporation loan that was taken out by Vilter Mfg.; World War II War 

Production Dept. certificates of necessity that Vilter Mfg. filed to get the needed equipment to 

produce war materials; patent documents and blueprints on various Vilter Mfg. products; material 

related to Vilter Mfg. efforts to form the non-profit Vilter Foundation; material on the formation of 

Vilter Sales and Construction Co.; and contracts with various businesses and institutions for the 

installation of Vilter Mfg. equipment or services rendered.  

 

Access and Use: No restrictions 

 

Language: English 

 

Notes: Collection donated by Vilter Manufacturing Corporation.  It was processed by Steve Daily 

on March 27, 1996. 

 

Arrangement:   

 

Folder Heading Box # File # 

Annual Reports, 1963-76, 1978-80 1 1 

Annual Reports-Anniversary issues, 1967 (100th), 1992 (125th) 1 2 

Board of Directors-Meeting minutes and resolutions, 1908-20 1 3 

   

Tax Documents & Financial Records   

Taxes, 1893-1904 1 4 

Taxes, 1905-1914 1 5 



Taxes, 1915-1921 1 6 

Taxes, 1925-1934 1 7 

Taxes, 1935-1939 1 8 

Taxes, 1940-1942 1 9 

Taxes, 1943-1944 1 10 

Taxes, 1945-1947 1 11 

Unpaid taxes - State and Federal, 1946-48 1 12 

Assignment by Vilter, 1893 1 13 

Misc. financial records, 1920, 1935, 1940s, 1960s 1 14 

Bills payable ledger, 1915-1919 1 Loose 

   

Reconstruction Finance Corporation Loan   

Mortgages and warranty deed, 1929, 1936, 1941-42, 1944 1 15 

Assignments, note, minutes, application, 1936-37, 1941, 1943 1 16 

Financial statements, 1936 1 17 

Plant and property inventory. (Photos are included) 1 Loose 

Application, resolution to amend articles of incorporation, photos, 1936-40 1 Loose 

   

Insurance - Plant and Personnel   

Emil Vilter, 1923 1 18 

William O. Vilter, 1923 1 19 

Surety bond - Anton Mueller 1 20 

   

Policies, 1892, 1908-27, 1942 2 21 

Policies, 1943-1955 2 22 

Insurance Record/Analysis binder, 1943-51 2 Loose 

Policies, 1950 (3 binders) 2 Loose 

Policy, 1951 (binder) 2 Loose 

Policy, 1953 (binder) 2 Loose 

   

Stock and Debentures   

Shorecrest Realty Company, 1942 2 23 

Milwaukee Auditorium Company, 1906-09, 1924 2 24 

   

Property Records   

Clinton St. properties, 1906, 1911-12, 1921, 1926 2 25 

Beaver Lake property, 1964-65 2 26 

N.K. Building sale, 1947 2 27 

Miami, Florida property, 1928-32 2 28 

Lease and land contract with War Assets Administration, 1948 2 29 

Misc. leases 2 30 

Packet of blueprints of Vilter Mfg. Co., 1918 2 Loose 

   

Invoices, Receipts, Job Estimates   

Bank Melli, Teheran, Iran, 1959-63 2 31 



Misc. invoices/receipts/orders 2 32 

   

Employment Contracts   

Earle B. Tilton, 1945, 1953 2 33 

Arthur W. Johnson, 1941 2 34 

   

Court Cases   

Frick Company vs. Vilter, 1924-33 2 35 

Western Industries vs. Vilter, 1945-49 2 36 

Manufacturing Export Co. vs. Vilter, 1962 2 37 

Gieringer vs. Vilter Employees' Profit Sharing Plan Trust, 1984 2 38 

   

War Production Board - World War II   

Certificates of necessity, 1941 2 39 

Certificates of necessity, 1942 2 40 

Certificates of necessity, 1943 2 41 

Certificates of necessity, 1944 2 42 

Certificates of necessity, 1945-46 2 43 

   

Patent Documents   

Vertical Pak-Ice machine, 1941, 1943 2 44 

Bohnenblust valve, 1935 2 45 

Simson compressor, 1935 2 46 

Hiller passenger car air coolers and containers, 1928 2 47 

Vorhees ice making equipment, 1927, 1929 2 48 

Heinzelman refrigeration systems, 1942 2 49 

Taylor ice machine, 1934-36 2 50 

   

Products   

Vertical Ammonia/Freon multiple effect compressor, 1930 2 51 

Ammonia compressor, 1945-48, 1951 2 52 

Rotary compressor, 1945 2 53 

Vertical compressors, 1937, 1947-48, 1950 2 54 

Gear-type oil pump for compressors, 1947 2 55 

Valve plates, valves, and flanges, 1945, 1949, 1955-56 2 56 

   

Unit coolers, 1935, 1939-40, 1988 3 57 

Davis Low Temperature compressor system royalty, 1916 3 58 

Product sales report, 1964 3 59 

Corliss Engines catalog, 1914. (From West Allis Hist. Society) 3 60 

Product catalog, 1950 3 Loose 

Product catalog, 1953 3 Loose 

   

Vilter Sales and Construction Company   

Articles of association, resolutions, etc., 1935, 1944 3 61 



Tax forms, 1934, 1942-48 3 62 

   

Vilter Foundation, Inc.   

Transactions between Foundation and stockholders, 1945 3 63 

FHA mortgages purchased, 1961 3 64 

Title policies and assignments of mortgages, 1962 3 65 

   

Vilter Employees' Profit Sharing Retirement Trust   

Correspondence, indenture, amendments, stock information, 1959-80 3 66 

First mortgages, 1960-61 3 67 

First mortgages, 1961, 1964 3 68 

Title policies and assignments of mortgages, 1962 3 69 

   

Contracts   

B - G 

    Brunswick-Kroeschell Co., Chicago, Illinois 

    C. Biggerstaff, El Paso, Texas 

    C. M. Gay & Son, Los Angeles, California 

    Chicago and North Western Railway Co. 

    Electric Machinery Mfg. Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 

    Fred G. Smith Recreation Co., Milwaukee, Wisc. 

    Gate City Ice & Precooling Co., San Bernardino, Calif. 

    General Baking Co., Charlestown, Mass. 

    Gasmotoren Fabrik Deutz, Mexico 

3 70 

H - SAI  

    Home Brewing & Ice Co., Joplin, Missouri 

    Harry L. Hussmann, El Paso, Texas 

    Marwick, Mitchell, Peat & Co., Milwaukee, Wisc. 

    Pulaski County Courthouse, Little Rock, Arkansas 

    St. Joseph's Convent, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

    St. Luke's Hospital, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

    St. Mary's Academy, St. Francis, Wisconsin 

3 71 

SAU - U 

    Saunderson and Wright, New York, New York 

    Sawyer & Austin Lumber Co., Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

    Sioux City Brewing Co., Sioux City, Iowa 

    South Bend Brewing Association, South Bend, Indiana 

    Treasury Department, Washington, D.C. 

    U.S. Engineer Office, Cincinnati, Ohio 

    U.S. Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Illinois 

    U.S. Steel Corp., Pittsburgh, Penn. 

    U.S. Veterans' Hospital, Waukesha, Wisc. 

3 72 

W 

    War Department, Dayton, Ohio 

    War Department, Ft. Sheridan, Illinois 

    West Bend Brewing Co., West Bend, Wisc. 

3 73 



    Westinghouse Church Kerr & Co., New York, New York 

    West's Ice & Cold Storage Co., Fond du Lac, Wisc. 

    White Rock Mineral Springs Co., Waukesha, Wisc. (3) 

    Wisconsin Ice & Coal Co., Milwaukee, Wisc. 

    Wisconsin Sales & Supply Co., Milwaukee, Wisc. 

    Wisconsin Telephone Co., Milwaukee, Wisconsin (2) 

   

Miscellaneous   

Fechner/Pak-Ice proposal, 1932 3 74 

Fechner/Pak-Ice proposal, 1933 3 75 

Ray B. Roberts - subcontractor/agent, 1940-47 3 76 

Ward Refrigeration & Engineering Company, 1946-47 3 77 

Miscellaneous 3 78 

   

Ledgers/Binders Location 

Binder of correspondence concerning used machinery, 1920s-40s RC24, Sh. 010 

Erecting Dept. Payroll, 1918-20 RC24, Sh. 011 

Trial balance, 1906-08 RC24, Sh. 011 

Policy register, 1909-15 RC24, Sh. 011 

Salary/Payroll and Distribution ledger, 1933-34 WC, Sh. 022 

  

Photos: See Photo Collection, Alphabetical Subject Section  

  

Blueprints-Vilter products, etc., 1910, 1917, 1919 Missing 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


