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Abstract: George Hardie worked for the United States Postal Service (USPS) until his retirement.  He collected 

a good deal of material, mainly periodicals and publications, relating to the Postal Service and the unions 

representing the employees. Aviation history was his passion, and he collected numerous photos and other 

material related to Milwaukee County. 

 

Scope and Content: The George Hardie Jr. collection consists primarily of photographs documenting 

Milwaukee County’s aviation history, including images of notable aircraft, famous aviators who visited 

Milwaukee County, developments in air-mail delivery, Wisconsin Air National Guard units, as well as the 

history of airfields in Milwaukee County, most specifically the development of the original Milwaukee County 

Airfield into General Mitchell International Airport. In addition to the photographs, the collection contains 

aviation related correspondence, aircraft specifications, aircraft pamphlets and publications, article and 

presentations by George Hardie, and newspaper clippings related to the Mitchell family, aviation and general 

history.  The collection also contains material related to the United States Postal Service (USPS).  The 

manuscript components of the collection comprise boxes 1 and 2.  Photographs are contained in boxes 3 and 4. 

 

Access and Use: No restrictions  

 

Language: English.  

 

Administrative Note:  Processed by Steve Daily, March 1998.  Finding aid rewritten by Steve Schaffer 

December 2014.  Finding aid amended by Randy Borland, May 2018. 

 

Also Note:  Many of the photographs and aerial views are not identified throughout the collection.  See Box 4, 

Folder 21 and Box 4, various negatives to assist in identification. 

 

Contents 
Box # File # 

Hi-Lites: Newsletter published by the National Federation of Post Office Clerks Local #3, 

Milwaukee. 1950-1970 (not inclusive) 

1 Loose 

Postal Clerk Journal: Official publication of the National Federation of Postal Office 

Clerks. (National) 1955-1974 (not inclusive) 

1 Loose 

Postal Worker Journal: Publication of American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO. 1970-

1972 (not inclusive) 

1 Loose 

Postal Life: Postal Service publication for employees. 1968-1970 (not inclusive) 1 Loose 

Postal Service News 1955-1961 U.S. Post Office publication. 2 Loose 

U.S. Post Office publications, manuals, etc. 2 Loose 

Miscellaneous Union materials. 2 1 

Miscellaneous Clippings, 1963-1974. 2 2 
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Correspondence: Aviation 1963-89. 2 3 

Articles: Milwaukee's First Airport & Lindbergh in Milwaukee. 2 4 

Mitchell School presentation, 1963. 2 5 

Aircraft data. 2 6 

Airmail anniversary information, 1968. 2 7 

Mitchell Family clippings. 2 8 

Aviation pamphlets, publications, catalogs. 2 9 

Aviation clippings. 2 10 

Miscellaneous Historical clippings. 2 11 

Miscellaneous. 2 12 

PHOTOGRAPHS   

Photographs: Curtiss/Wright - Butler Airport - 1919-26 3 1 

Photographs: Milwaukee Airmail - 1920s 3 2 

Photographs: Wisconsin News Air Derby - 7/19/25 3 3 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport - 1930s-40s 3 4 

Photographs: General Mitchell Field - 1947 3 5 

Photographs: General Mitchell Field - 1955 3 6 

Photographs: General Mitchell Field - 1964-66 3 7 

Photographs: Unidentified people 3 8 

Photographs: Unidentified aircraft 3 9 

Photographs: Identified aircraft  3 10 

Photographs: Identified people 3 11 

Photographs: Airports 3 12 

Photographs: Weeks Aircraft School - 1929 3 13 

Photographs: Hamilton Aircraft factory - 1928 3 14 

Photographs: Borchert Field balloon race - 1922 3 15 

Photographs: Matthews Bros. Co. - 1918   3 16 

Photographs: Hamilton Airport - 1920s 3 17 

Photographs: Curtiss/Wright - Butler Airport - 1920s 3 18 

Photographs: Miscellaneous early aircraft 3 19 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1927  3 20 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1928 3 21 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1929 3 22 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1930 3 23 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport - 1931 3 24 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport - 1932 3 25 

Photographs: Beer flight - 1933 3 26 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1934 3 27 

Photographs: People - 1935 3 28 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1936 3 29 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1937 3 30 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1938 3 31 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport - 1939 3 32 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport - 1940 3 33 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport - 1941 3 34 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field photos - 1945 3 35 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1947 3 36 
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Photographs: Aircraft - 1948 3 37 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1949 3 38 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field - 1950 3 39 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1953 3 40 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field - 1955 3 41 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1961 3 42 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field - 1964 3 43 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1976 3 44 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field - 1977 3 45 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field parking deck - 1978 3 46 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1979 3 47 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport - 1981 3 48 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1986 3 49 

Photographs: Aircraft - 1988 3 50 

Photographs: Aircraft - Concorde 3 51 

Photographs: Miscellaneous aircraft and people 3 52 

Photographs: Milwaukee aviation history  3 53 

Photographs: State Fair aviation  3 54 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field Airport - miscellaneous 3 55 

Photographs: Midwest Express aircraft maintenance - 9/17/94  3 56 

Photographs: Amasa, North Michigan, Triangle Ranch  3 57 

Photographs: Milwaukee Area Factories – Mid 1920s 3 58 

Photographs: Mitchell Gallery of Flight Dedication 3 59 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1920 3 60 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1921 3 61 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1922 3 62 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1923 3 63 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1924 (several Kenosha Nash Plant) 3 64 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1925 (Sheratown Lawns, A. O. Smith plant) 3 65 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1926 3 66 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1927 (Belle City Foundry, Wadhams Oil, Illinois Steel,, 

Illinois Steel, Perfex Plant, Shrine Mosque, Downtown MKE, country side) 3 67 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1928 (35th St. Car Station, Shrine Temple, 30th Ave Grade, 

30th Ave Grade Separation, Hales Corners, Muskego Lake, So. Side Milw. 35th St. Car 

Barns, T.M.E.R. & L. Co. Rapid Transit) 3 68 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1929 (Long Lake, Clinton, Ozaukee Country Club, Honey 

Creek Pkwy) 3 69 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1930 (O. L. Prime, Pabst, F. A. Miller, Carnation Milk, East 

Bead Hotel, Oconomowoc, Seaman Estate, Hokanson Estate, Genesse, Dr. Forsbeck, 

Lower Nashota Lake, Otto Falk, Lake Five, Charles Pfister, Smith Engineering, Thiensville 

Seminary) 3 70 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1931 (K. K. Creek, Milw., Oshkosh, Town of Lake, 

Lakeside Power Plant, Boy Scout Camp Amy Belle Lake, Rural Hwy Construction, 

Mitchell Park Sunken Garden, St. Joseph Hospital)  4 1 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial - 1932 4 2 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1934 (Sheridan Park Jetties, Cudahy, Camp Sheridan) 4 3 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1935 (Mosinee, WI, Milw. River, Estabrook Park, Madison, 

Milwaukee Co. Gen. Hospital, Lake Park) 4 4 
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Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1936 (Port Washington, Bath House Shorewood, 

Washington Park, P&V Atlas Co., West Allis, A.O. Smith, J. Heil Co.) 4 5 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1937 (North of Fiebrantz Ave. & N. 19th, N. 24th & 

Concordia Ave., Milwaukee Co. Court House, South Shore park and harbor) 4 6 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1938 (Allis Chalmers) 4 7 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – 1939 (Port Washington, Rufus King High School and 

Northward) 4 8 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial – Miscellaneous (Downtown Milw., 3rd Ward Milw., others) 4 9 

Photographs: Milwaukee Field - 1st terminal w/biplanes (E-1), 1st Terminal Construction 

(E-2), 1st Terminal 1940-41 (E-3), Misc. planes (E-4), other services, fire, maintenance – 

ca. 1970 (E-5), interior of new terminal – 1986 (E-6) 4 10 

Photographs: Eline Plant (E-1), Pfister Lake Home (E-2), Misc Factory & Port Aerials (E-

3), Milw. 3rd Ward (E-4), Washington Park & Lincoln Memorial Drive during Milw. 

Centennial Celebration (E-5), Miscellaneous (E-6) 4 11 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Field (After new terminal – Mitchell Field) 4 12 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Field (Pre-modern terminal, Hamilton Field) 4 13 

Photographs: Mitchell Field - Interior 4 14 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Field - People 4 15 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Field - Airplanes 4 16 

Photographs: Miscellaneous Airports  4 17 

Photographs: People  4 18 

Photographs / Prints: Aircraft 4 19 

Photographs: IL Aerial (Glenview, Chicago, Misc. IL) 4 20 

Photographs: Unidentified aerial views. 4 21 

Photographs: Identified aerial views. *** 4 22 

Photographs: Fish 4 23 

Photographs: Buildings, Early traffic signal 4 24 

Negatives 8x10: Miscellaneous (South Shore Park, June 21, 1937; Titles of Airport 

Display, 1953; Holy Hill, Oct. 9, 1931; Wis. Aero Club, 1914) 4 25 

Negatives 8x10: Milwaukee County Airport (Oct 9, 1931 – 3; June 21, 1937 – 4; Sept. 13, 

1939 – 4) 4 26 

Negatives 8x10: Curtiss – Wright Airport (Timmerman Field) Aug 4, 1929 4 27 

Negatives 8x10: Airplanes (NWA Ford Tri-motor; Sikorsky S-38 Amphibian owned by 

Walgreen Drug Co. at Milw. Co. Airport, May 22, 1930; Unknown Amphibian; Loening 

Amphibian of Kohler Airplanes at Milw. Co. Airport, May 22, 1930; Gassing Hamilton at 

Milw. Co. Airport; Strobel Dirigible, 1908, Capt. Jack Dallas; NWA Stinson Detroiter) 4 28 

Negatives 8x10: Miscellaneous Airports – Aerial Photos (Bluemound Airport & Curtiss 

JN-4 owned by Geo. W. Browne with Omar Locklear beginning his stunt routine, 1919; 

Air City, Sturtevant Wis. 2937) 4 29 

Negatives 8x10: Airmail & Stunting (Loading airmail into Hamilton Metalplane of 

Northwest Airlines at Milw. Co. Airport, May 15, 1928; Homer Cole, Pilot & Ernie 

Raebner, Driver at Milw. Co. Airport; Foreign Airmail Display Stunting from Curtiss 

“Jennies;” Omar Locklear Stunting at Bluemound Airport, 1919;  4 30 

Negatives 8x10: People (Lindbergh & City Officials;Horace Kearney in Curtiss Pusher, 

State Fair Park, May 30, 1912; John Kaminski, Milwaukee’s first licensed pilot, 1912; 

Chas. “Speed” Holman & Thompson Trophy; Farnum Fish in Wright Model B, State Fair 

Park, May 30, 1912 – 2) 4 31 

Glass Plate Negatives 8x10: SVA Ansaldo flown by Gilles Meisenheimer, 4 32 
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Glass plate Negatives 5x7: Victor Krueger Gas Model - 4; Clarke St. Aircraft Club – Col, 

S. Piasecki, Victor Krueger; Six Keefe Squadron 19; County Airport Inspection Flight, 

Roy Charmock, Don Uthus, John Chapin, Al Toepfer. 4 33 

Negatives 5x7: Hubbard Park; Milw. Co. Airport Admin. Bldg.; Callaway Fuel Co. Sign; 

Clarke St. Social Center, Vic Krueger gas model; Frederic Miller’s Plank Road Brewery; 

Un-identified house; Un-identified Spanish Dancers.  3.5x6 Negatives – Hoxsey Stunting 

(9) – 1912. 4 34 

Negatives 3x5 – Airports:  Curtiss-Wright Airport; Brown Dee Airport; De Young Field; 

Maitland Field (Lakefront Airport); Butler Airport. 4 35 

Negatives 3x5 – People: Lindbergh; Johnson (Owner of Johnson Heli-Airplane); Wiley 

Post; Giles & Borden Meisenheimer; Mayor Hoan; Shas. Holman; Ed Ballough; Franke 

Hawk; Al Toepfer; Leslie Younghusband; Younghusband’s Car; Horace B. Wild; Wis. 

News Air Derby Pilots; “3 Musketeers;” Holtergoff & Pilots, several unidentified. 4 36 

Negatives 3x5 – Airplanes:  Ford Tri-motor; Byrd Antarctic; Stout All Metal; Hamilton 

Propeller; Jennies; Buhl Airster 4 37 

Negatives 3x5 – Airplanes:  Curtiss Canuck; Curtiss Oroile; Ansaldo; Hamilton H-18; 

Jenny; Junkers; Ryan B-5; Stenson; Fokker Tri-motor; U. S. Pathfinders; Army Flying 

Circus 4 38 

Negatives 3x5 – Miscellaneous: State Fair; Waukegan Glider Club; Aero Club of Wis.; 

U.S.S. Akron; Nash Automobile; Hartford, WI; Kiser-Wien Factory; NWA Ford Tri-

motor; NWA Pilots; NWA Pilot Mal Freeburg; NWA Pilot Chas. (Speed) Holman; Kohler 

Loening; Air Mail – related; Homer Cole; Ernie Raedrser (sp?). 4 39 

Negatives 3x5 – Mitchell Field: Buildings; Vintage Buildings; Tower; Airplanes; Mich. 

National Guard, 1934; Grounds Crew; Air Show, 1932; 50th Anniversary Exhibit, 1953; 

Aerial. 4 40 

Negatives 3x5 – Aerial Photos: Hamilton Field, Milwaukee County Airport, Mitchell Field 

– 1926 to 1966. 4 41 

Printing block – General Mitchell and DH-4 Airplane         4 

Small 

Box 

   

Oversize Photos Location 

Oversize Photos:  

− County Airport looking NE, 1927  

− County Airport looking NE, 1935  

− Air Show at County Airport, 1932  

− C-47 troop carrier squadron at Gen. Mitchell Field, 1942  

− C-47's parked at airport (2)  

− Willey Post and Harold Getty with Lockheed Vega at County Airport, 1931  

− Navy dirigible Akron over Milwaukee, 1931  

− Maitland Field, 1949  

− 126th Observation Squadron Wisconsin National Guard, April 1941, Fort Dix, NJ 

(Ken Kuehn identified)  

− 126th  Observation T-26. 

MV, F23 

61 Toepfer aerial views of various industrial buildings and cityscapes (several duplicates) 

and three aircraft photos 

MV, F32 

10 oversize photos and 26 transparencies of various aircraft (donated by Michael Goc, 

March 2019) 

MV, F32 

 


