
Title: Douglas Family Papers  

 

Call Number: Mss–0299 

Inclusive Dates: 1835 – 1935  

 

Bulk: 7.0 cu. ft. 

Location: WC, Sh. 020-023 

     OS SM “D” (4 Items) 

Historical Note: James Douglas was a prominent Milwaukee architect and the Douglas family 

worked as architects and real estate developers in the Milwaukee area. The collection contains 

letters to relatives in Scotland, and the personal correspondence between Carry Douglas and 

Frank Thompson and that of R. Bruce Douglas. The wills of Peter and Nellie Van Roo and 

miscellaneous photos, awards, and writings are found also. 

Abstract: Business records, including contracts, receipts, balance books, correspondence of the 

Douglas family and friends, and reports of the various Douglas family enterprises are included. 

These firms are the Guaranty Investment Company, the Savings and Investment Company, the 

Franklin Investment Company, and the Douglas Land Company. 

Administrative Note: The collection was donated by Annabel Douglas McArthur, 

granddaughter of James Douglas and daughter of R. Bruce Douglas. It was re-boxed, bulk 

reduced, not reprocessed on November 1, 1995 by J. A. Simonsen. The collection was 

reprocessed on April 26, 2011 by Jenny Stevenson. 

See Also: Photo Collection M – 143  

Contents Box # Folder # 

Guaranty Investment Co. Invoices, 1926 – 1934 
  

Abbot Paper Co. 1 1 

Aetna Life Insurance Co. 1 2 

A.G. Electronic Co. 1 3 

A.J. Maag Co. 1 4 

American Floor Surfacing Machine Co. 1 5 

Associated Gas and Oil Co. 1 6 

Associated Manufacturers Co. 1 7 

A.W. Hoffman (certificates) 1 8 

“A” Miscellaneous 1 9 



Badger Brush Co. 1 10 

Badger Wire & Iron Works 1 11 

Baumgarten Florist 1 12 

Breitwish, A.J. 1 13 

Bay View Bank 1 14 

Beacon Safety Device Co. 1 15 

B.F. Goodrich Rubber Co. 1 16 

Borhart & Schumacher Co. 1 17 

Breese, Edmond C. 1 18 

Breidster Marble Co. 1 19 

“B, D, E, H, I, J” Miscellaneous 1 20 

Central Window and Cleaning Co. 1 21 

Chas. Guse General Teaming 1 22 

City County State Invoice 1 23 

Cremoline Company Inc. 1 24 

Cuddahy Packing Co. 1 25 

“C” Miscellaneous 1 26 

Dane’s Express Line 1 27 

Davenport Taylor Manufacturing Co. 1 28 

Dieringer-McDonald Supply Co. 1 29 

E.A. Bergwall Co. 1 30 

Electrolux Inc. 1 31 

Eppie Soup & Products Co. 1 32 

Eugene Dietzgen Co. 1 33 

First Wisconsin National Bank 1 34 

Frank Zinda Trucking 1 35 

“F” Miscellaneous 1 36 



Gimbel Brothers 1 37 

Globe Wire and Iron Works 1 38 

Grassler and Gezelschap 1 39 

“G” Miscellaneous 1 40 

Hackett, Hoff & Thiermann Inc. 1 41 

Hackett, Hoff & Thiermann Inc., Invoices with Envelopes 1 42 

Hackett, Hoff & Thiermann Inc., Invoices with Envelopes 1 43 

Hackett, Hoff & Thiermann Inc., Monthly Statements 1 44 

H.F. Haessler Hardware Co. 1 45 

H. Niedecken Co. 1 46 

Holland, Ernst 1 47 

Hoover Co. 1 48 

Jonah Wiliams & Sons Co. 1 49 

John C. Becker Co. 1 50 

John Graf Co. 1 51 

Joys Brothers Co. 1 52 

Julius Andrae & Sons Co 1 53 

L.A. Meyer Co. 1 54 

Louis Hoffman Co. 1 55 

L.R. Schmaus Plumbing Co. 1 56 

Meadows Heating Co. 1 57 

Miller, Mackand, Fairchild 1 58 

Milwaukee Electric Railway and Light Co. 1 59 

Milwaukee Gas Light Co. 1 60 

Milwaukee Waste Paper Co. 1 61 

Milwaukee Water Works 1 62 

Milwaukee Water Works, Notebooks 1 63 



Milwaukee Water Works, Meter Readings (1 of 2) 1 64 

Milwaukee Water Works, Meter Readings (2 of 2) 1 65 

Milwaukee Water Works, Spreadsheets 1 66 

National Association of Building Owners and Managers 2 67 

Northwestern Furniture Co. 2 68 

O’Neil Oil Company 2 69 

O.R. Pieper Co. 2 70 

Palmer Products Inc. 2 71 

Patek Brothers Inc. 2 72 

Ph. Gross Hardware & Supply Store 2 73 

Pittsburg Plate Glass Co. 2 74 

Plankinton Building Properties Inc. 2 75 

Price Brothers Inc. 2 76 

“P” Miscellaneous 2 77 

Railroad Commission of Wisconsin 2 78 

Random Ice and Coal Co. 2 79 

“R” Miscellaneous 2 80 

S. Heller Elevator Co. 2 81 

Silurian Waukesha Water Distributing Co. 2 82 

“S” Miscellaneous 2 83 

Triangle Advertising Corp. 2 84 

“T” Miscellaneous 2 85 

Uihlen-Ortmann Electric Co. 2 86 

Upham, Black, Russell, and Richardson 2 87 

“U” Miscellaneous 2 88 

“V” Miscellaneous 2 89 

Walter W. Oeflein, Inc. Aug. 4, 1926 – Aug. 4, 1927 2 90 



Walter W. Oeflein, Inc. Aug. 9, 1927 – June 20, 1928 2 91 

Walter W. Oeflein, Inc. June 21, 1928 -  July 16, 1929 2 92 

Walter W. Oeflein, Inc. October 19, 1929 – May 6, 1931 2 93 

Waukesha Roxo Co. 2 94 

Wenzel & Henoch Co. 2 95 

William Steinmeyer Co. 2 96 

Wisconsin State, Milwaukee County 2 97 

Wisconsin Telephone Co. 2 98 

“W” Miscellaneous 2 99 

William F. Zummach 2 100 

James Douglas Manuscript, “Travels in Utah 1867″ 2 101 

Business Miscellaneous 2 102 

R. Bruce Contracts, Specifications, 1900-1916 2 103 

Broadway Wisconsin Building, Proposals and Floor Plan 2 104 

Specification for Buildings at North East Corner of WI and Broadway 2 105 

Guaranty Investment Co., Correspondence, 1926 2 106 

Guaranty Investment Co., Correspondence, 1927 2 107 

Guaranty Investment Co., Correspondence, 1928 2 108 

Guaranty Investment Co., Correspondence, 1929 2 109 

Guaranty Investment Co., Correspondence, 1930 2 110 

Guaranty Investment Co., Correspondence, 1931 2 111 

Guaranty Investment Co., Bank Statements 2 112 

Guaranty Investment Co., Statement of Income and Expenses, Dec. 31, 

1929-May 1931 

2 113 

Guaranty Investment Co., Audit Reports: 1927, 1928, 1930, 1934 2 114 

Guaranty Investment Co., Statement of Assets and Liabilities, October 31, 

1927- Jan. 31, 1930 

2 115 

Guaranty Investment Co., Stockholders’ Meeting Nov. 9, 1934 2 116 



Guaranty Investment Co., Estimate Revenue and Expenses, 1928 2 117 

Guaranty Investment Co., Financial Records 2 118 

Guaranty Investment Co., Legal Records (1 of 2) 2 119 

Guaranty Investment Co., Legal Records (2 of 2) 2 120 

Proxy Appointments, 1928 and 1978 2 121 

J.B. Ford Co. Contract 2 122 

  
  

Douglas Family Papers Box # Folder # 

  
  

James Douglas Papers, 1835-1866 3 123 

James Douglas Papers, 1868-1879 3 124 

James Douglas Papers, 1880-1884 3 125 

James Douglas Papers, 1885-1887 3 126 

James Douglas Papers, 1888 3 127 

James Douglas Papers, 1889 3 128 

James Douglas Papers, 1890 3 129 

James Douglas Papers, 1891 3 130 

James Douglas Papers, 1892-1894 3 131 

James Douglas Papers, 1895-1907 3 132 

James Douglas Papers, undated 3 133 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, 1881 3 134 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, 1882 3 135 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, 1883-1884 3 136 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, 1885 3 137 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, 1886 3 138 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, 1887-June 1888 3 139 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, July 1888-Dec. 1888 3 140 



Frank Thompson Correspondence, 1890-June 1891 3 141 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, June 1891-Sept. 1891 3 142 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, Oct. 1891-Dec. 1891 3 143 

Frank Thompson Correspondence, Jan. 1892-April 1892 3 144 

Bruce Douglas Correspondence, 1925 and 1934 3 145 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, Dec. 6, 1933-Dec. 20, 

1933 

4 146 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, Jan. 1934 4 147 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports,  Feb. 1934 4 148 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, March 1-19, 1934 4 149 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, March 21-30, 1934 4 150 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, April 1-15, 1934 4 151 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, April 16-26, 1934 4 152 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, May 1-10, 1934 4 153 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, May 16-31, 1934 4 154 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, June 1-15, 1934 4 155 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, June 16-29, 1934 4 156 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, July 3-14, 1934 4 157 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, July 15-31, 1934 4 158 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, August 1934 4 159 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, September 1934 4 160 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, October 1934 4 161 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, November 1934 4 162 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, July 1935 4 163 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, August 1-15, 1935 4 164 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, August 16-30, 1935 4 165 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, April 1936 4 166 



Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, Appraisal Reports, May 1936 4 167 

  
  

Carrie Douglas-Frank Thompson Personal Correspondence, 1892-1894 Box # Folder # 

  
  

Correspondence, Carri Douglas – Frank Thompson, 1892-1894 5 168 

Correspondence, Carri Douglas – Frank Thompson, Sept. – Dec. 1892 5 169 

Correspondence, Carri Douglas – Frank Thompson, Jan. – Feb. 1892 5 170 

Correspondence, Frank Thompson – Carri Douglas, March – June 1892 5 171 

Correspondence, Frank Thompson – Carri Douglas, July – Dec. 1892 5 172 

Correspondence, Carri Douglas – Frank Thompson, Jan. – April, 1893 5 173 

Correspondence, Carri Douglas – Frank Thompson, May – August, 1893 5 174 

Correspondence, Carri Douglas – Frank Thompson, Sept. – Dec., 1893 5 175 

Correspondence, Frank Thompson – Carri Douglas, Jan. – April, 1893 5 176 

Correspondence, Frank Thompson – Carri Douglas, May – August, 1893 5 177 

Correspondence, Frank Thompson – Carri Douglas, Sept.– Oct. 1893 5 178 

Correspondence, Frank Thompson – Carri Douglas, Nov. – Dec., 1893 5 179 

Correspondence, Frank Thompson, 1894 5 180 

Correspondence, Miscellaneous 5 181 

Correspondence, Undated 5 182 

Correspondence, Bruce Douglas 5 183 

Carri Douglas, Receipt Book, 1901 5 184 

Fragile Miscellaneous Writing, copy included 5 185 

Miscellaneous, correspondence/writing 5 186 

Ephemera/James R. Douglas Ad/Unwritten checks 5 187 

Douglas House Inventory, 1858 Diary 5 188 

Newspaper Clippings 5 189 

Work Manual, 1881/Sermon, 1872 5 190 



James Douglas engraver’s plate 5 Loose in box 

R. Bruce Douglas, Invoices, 1900-1916 (1 of 2) 5 191 

R. Bruce Douglas, Invoices, 1900-1916 (2 of 2) 5 192 

R. Bruce Douglas, Contracts and Proposals, 1900-1916 5 193 

R. Bruce Douglas, Miscellaneous Business 5 194 

R. Bruce Douglas, miscellaneous business cards, payment certificate, 

blueprint 

5 Envelope 1 

Receipt Books, 1858-1931 6 Loose in box 

Cash Books, 1898 6 Loose in box 

Scrapbook, pasted clippings stories of Thorton w. Burgess in 1850s ledger 

book, large portions of ledger intact 

6 Loose in box 

  
  

Balance books, ledger sheets, 1858-1931 Box # Folder # 

  
  

Balance Books, 1924-1930 (1 of 4) 7 195 

Balance Books, 1924-1930 (2 of 4) 7 196 

Balance Books, 1924-1930 (3 of 4) 7 197 

Balance Books, 1924-1930 (4 of 4) 7 198 

Franklin Investment Co., Auditor’s Reports, 1927-1929 7 199 

Franklin Investment Co., Legal Records (1 of 2) 7 200 

Franklin Investment Co., Legal Records (2 of 2) 7 201 

Franklin Investment Co., Financial Records 7 202 

Nellie Van Roo Estate, 1895-1919 7 203 

Peter Van Roo Estate, 1916-1925 7 204 

Trail Balance Book 7 Loose in box 

Balance book, 1926-1930 (bound) 7 Loose in box 

  
 

Oversize Collection Location 



  
 

Certificate of Membership in National Association of Real Estate Exchanges 

for R. Bruce Douglas, June 1, 1912 

OS SM “D” 

Certificate of Patriotic Service from War Finance Central Committee for 

Mrs. R. Bruce Douglas, 1917-1919 

OS SM “D” 

Scale drawings of home designed by James Douglas N.D. OS SM “D” 

Certificate of Membership in Wisconsin Association of Real Estate Brokers, 

1928 

OS SM “D” 

Certificate of Membership in National Association of Real Estate Boards, 

1928 

OS SM “D” 

Certificate of Membership in National Association of Real Estate Boards, 

1930 

OS SM “D” 

 


